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Abstract The main consideration in information retrieval is the precision and the recall of queries.
In this paper, key-facts consisting of [main word, sub-word] are classified into nine types and a way
to compute key-fact weights is developed based on the significance values of these types. An
experiment to test one way for the assignment of significance values to key-fact types was performed
by computing the precision and recall rates for the queries. Nine different ways for assigning
significance values to nine key-fact types were experimented with and the results were analyzed. The
result of this paper suggests that the precision rate can be improved in the method of information
retrieval based on key-facts.
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