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Summary

This study was carried out to determine the effects of different weaning age on feeding
performance and behaviour of piglets. Sixty crossbred(YL <D} litters of piglets were randomly
allotted to be 15 pens with 4 piglets per pen and 5 pens per treatment by weaned at 14, 21, and
28 days. Pens were video-taped for 24 hours immediately at 7 weeks and 8 weeks of age. The
piglets weaned at 14 and 21 days were significantly(P <0.05) much intake than piglets weaning
at 28 days. The piglets weaning at 14 days were signiﬁcaht]y lighter than piglets weaning at 14
and 21 days from 2 weeks to 8 weeks age. However, feed conversion ration was significantly(P <
0.05) improved according to late weaning days. Times spent engaged in Feeding, lying and
walking were similar in piglets across weaning age. They also showed similar occurrence of
drinking and agonistic behaviour at 7 weeks and 8 weeks of age. Piglets weaned at 14 days
exhibited more belly-nosing behaviour at 7 weeks of age, but similar in piglets at 8 weeks of
age across weaning age. We concluded that piglets performance influenced by weaning day,
however time spent for feeding, lying and walking behaviour were no significance. Drinking,
Agonistic and belly-nosing were not significantly different by weaning age.
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Table 1. Feeding performance of different weaning day on piglets from 2 weeks to 8 weeks of age

Weaning age
Item
14 days 21 days 28 days
Feed intake (kg/pig/day) 0.38° 0.42° 0.29"
Weight Gain (kg/pig/day) 0.13° 0.20° 0.18
Feed Efficiency (Feed/gain) 2.92° 2.08° 1.59°

*** Means within a row with different superscripts are significantly different(P (0.05).
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Table 2. Behavioral preferences of different weaning age on piglets at 7 and 8 weeks

of age
7 weeks of age 8 weeks of age
Item
14 days | 21 days | 28 days 14 days 21 days | 28 days
Time spent(min day™")
Feeding 146™ 175 136 165™ 179 159
Lying 1,133® 1,155 £,193 1,137 1,112 1,125
Walking i61® 110 110 138" 145 155
Incidences(no. day™")
Drinking 35" 30 30 41" 45 36
Agonistic 14% 10 15 13™ i1 9
Belly-nosing 20" . 3 9 16™ 15 25
ns : Not significant(P> 0.05).
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Fig. 1. Effects of different weaning age on
feeding, walking and lying time in
piglets.
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Fig. 2. A comparison on behaviour of diffe-
rent weaning age piglets.
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Fig. 3. Feeding behaviour patterns of different weaning age piglets.
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Fig. 4. Walking behaviour patterns of different weaning age piglets.
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Fig. 5. Lying behaviour patterns of different weaning age piglets.
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