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Geomorphic Conception and Function of the Divide®
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Abstract : The divide exists as a geomorphic substance and acts as function of natural bordering in the
geomorphological studies of the region. The concept of divide is interconnected with those of drainage network,
drainage basin and mountain range. The geomorphic formation and function of the divide can be interpreted by the
laws of declivities, structure, divides, and hierarchical orders. The divide evolves through tectonic processes and
climatic degradation. The geomorphic divide types can be classified into ridge-line divide, stream divide, endorheic
divide, wash divide, threshold divide and cellular divide. The ground water divide is generally in accordance with the
relief of the landform, but strong lithologic and geologic structures and fracture systems interrupt the general
conformity between the geomorphic and ground water divides. The general profile of the divide presents the belt or
zone appearance explained by an exception to the law of divides. With the role of separating the water flow, the
geomorphic divide can be depicted by the elevation of the surface and the ground water divide by relief, structure, and
lithology, considering the linear arrangements of geomorphic elements and directions of the bedding.

Key Words : law of the divides, geomorphic divide, ground water divide, type of the divide, determination of the
divide
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