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The relationship between mothers’ value and parenting
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{Abstract)

This study examined behavioral inhibition in relation to their mothers’ value and
attitudes toward children’s inhibited behavior as a function of child sex. Data were
collected via questionnaires from a sample of 483 7-to 8 year-olds and their mothers.
Results showed that there were no significant differences in mother’s value, mother’s
attitudes toward child behavior and child’s behavioral inhibition according to child
sex. However, it was found that mother’s value was associated with attitudes toward
child inhibition and behavioral inhibition in 7-to 8 year-old girls. More specifically,
mothers who hold high traditional values were not concerned about girls’ inhibited
behavior and thus, in turn, had more inhibited girls. But the associations were not
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found for boys. The results indicated cultural effects on parenting attitudes as well

as child inhibition.
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