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Analysis of Character Superiority Effect of Korean characters
using Interactive Activation Model
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Abstract  Originally the Interactive Activation Medel(IAM) was developed to explain Word
Superionity Effect{WSE) in the English words it 1s known that there is a similar phenomena in
Korean characters In cther words people perceive a grapheme better when it 1s presented as a
component of a character than when it 1s presented alone We modified the criginal IAM to
e¥plain the Character Superiority Effect(CSE) for Korean characters However it is also reported
that the degree of CSE for Korean characters varies depending on the tvpe of the character
Especially & component between components was 1eported to be hard to perceive even though 1t is
in a context It was supposed that this special phenomenon exists for CSE of Korean characters
because Korean character 15 a twe-dimensional composition of components{graphemes) And we
could explain this phenomenon by intioducing weights for the input stimulus whick are calculated
by taking into account the two-dumensional shape of the character
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