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A study of the present status and curriculum reformation of
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Abstract

The objective of this study is to present effective Library and Information Science (LIS) program in Korea through the consideration
of its present status and problems, and its curriculum reformation.  For the purpose, both a qualitative and quantitative study have
been performed. Not only the recent trend of LIS program based on the results of prior research and its present status, but
government document related subjects and school librarian related ones also have been described in the qualitative study.

For the quartitative study of the curriculum reformation for LIS, the author has separated LIS program into three major areas
(Library science, Information science, and Bibliology & the others) and fifteen small fields first. Based on the division, questionnaire
was prepared and administered to both the library employee and the students of SLIS (School of LIS) students in the city of Taegu,
Korea and adjacent area. Two hundred and six usable questionnaircs were obtained and amalyzed using descriptive, inferential
statistics and SPSS software.

‘The major findings of the quantitative part of this study are:

{11 Of the fifteen fields, Information retrieval (IR) theory and its practical training field Il (Online IR, Internet IR, etc) was the most

preferred one, and the respondents usually preferred practical training subjects by heuristic approach to the theoretical ones.

(21 Lower academic level of study group such as Freshmen, Sophomore, Junior accepts librarian field work and its related subject
as an important one, but Hi?hcr group such as Senior and graduate students recognize the subjects as an irksome ones.

3 A test reveals that a significant difference was found between the SLIS student group and the library employee group in the
evaluation of linguistic field’s importance. (p=.021) Also, a highly significant difference was found between them in the
evaluation of linguistic field 1l such as Chinese and Japanese literature study. (p=0.001) The library employee group recognizes
the field as a verv important one compared with the student group.

This study induding the above findings may be helpful for the reorganization of LIS curriculum that is suitable to the rapidly

changing society and educational environment.
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