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Comparative Analysis of Design Low Flow by L-moment
in the Weibull-3 and Wakeby distributions
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Abstract

This study was carried out to derive optimal design low flows by the Weibull-3 and
Wakeby distributions for the partial consecutive duration series at seven watersheds along
Han, Nagdong, Geum, Yeongsan and Seomijin river systems. L-coefficient of variation,
L-skewness and L-kurtosis were calculated by the L-moment ratio respectively.
Parameters were estimated by the method of L-Moments with consecutive duration.
Design low flows obtained by method of L-Moments using different methods for plotting
positions formulas in the Weibull-3 and Wakeby distributions were compared by the Root
Mean Square Errors(RMSE).

It has shown that design low flows derived by the method of L-moments using Weibull
plotting position formula in Wakeby distribution were much closer to those of the observed
data in comparison with those obtained by the methods of L-moments with the different
formulas for plotting positions in Weibull-3 distribution from the viewpoint of Root Mean
Square Errors,
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Table 1. Gauging stations and physical characteristics of watersheds

Length of Average Observed
. . Area main basin Shape Tv .
River Station (km?) streamn width factor dl(ll’atl;)n Location
(km) (km) s
. Long. 127° 39’
Yeoju 11,036.0 347.10 31.79 0.092 66 Lati 37° 17
Han L 128° 16’
ong.
Juchon 528.80 7200 734 0.102 3 Lati 37 15
. Long. 128" 29’
Nagdong Jindong 20,3113 432.10 47.00 0.109 59 Lati  35° 22
Long. 126° 53’
Geumn Geuam 8,261.2 338.10 24.43 0.072 69 Lati 36° 16
) Long. 126° 44
Yeongsan Naju 2,058.7 75.10 2741 0.365 66 Lati 35° 01
. Long. 127° 33
Songjung 4,2557 185.70 2292 0.123 63 Lati 35° 11
Seomjin L 127° 22
ong.
Abrog 24475 162.30 15.08 0.093 63 Lati 35° 11°
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AT qF FA, F5FFAY A5 % Weibull-3 %2 Wakeby #XE o] g HY:
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Table 2. Kolmogorov-Smirnov test for the Weibull-3 distribution and Wakeby distribution using method of

L-moments
Duration Weibull-3 Wakeby
River Station
(month) D, Dy Test D, Dy 05 Test

1 0.0603 0.1674 O 0.0487 0.1674 O
Yeoiu 2 0.0704 0.1674 O 0.0310 0.1674 O
6 0.0670 0.1674 O 0.0501 0.1674 C
Han 12 0.0687 0.2000 O 0.0687 0.2000 O
1 0.0715 0.2348 O 0.0565 0.2348 @)
2 0.0891 0.2348 O 0.0590 0.2348 @)

Juchon
6 0.0993 0.2348 O 0.0867 0.2348 O
12 0.1078 0.3090 O 0.0809 0.3090 O
0.0597 01771 O 0.0660 0.1771 @
Nagd Jindon 2 0.0654 01771 O 0.0568 01771 O

o
agcone g 6 0.0577 01771 o 0.0409 01771 o
12 0.0805 0.2396 @) 0.0682 0.2396 O
0.1114 0.1637 @] 0.0705 0.1637 O
2 0.0896 0.1637 O 0.0486 0.1637 O
Geurn Geuam
6 0.0429 0.1637 O 0.0385 0.1637 <
12 0.1398 0.2099 @) 0.0904 0.2099 O
0.0767 0.1674 O 0.0572 0.1674 @]
. 2 0.0719 0.1674 @) 0.0473 0.1674 O
Yeongsan Naju
6 0.0753 0.1674 @] 0.0385 0.1674 @]
12 0.0621 0.2372 O 0.0397 0.2372 O
0.0950 0.1713 O 0.0647 0.1713 O
. 2 0.0582 0.1713 O 0.0455 0.1713 @)
Songjung
12 0.0752 01713 O 0.0522 01713 C
Seomii 12 0.0839 02324 O 0.0470 0.2324 O
n

! 1 0.0693 0.1713 @] 0.0549 0.1713 @)
0.0652 0.1713 O 0.0482 0.1713 @)

Abrog
6 0.0546 0.1713 O 0.0461 0.1713 O
12 0.0817 0.1980 O 0.0914 0.1980 O

O : Significance level can't be acknowledged
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Table 3. Parameters calculated by Weibull-3 and Wakeby Distribution using method of L-moments

River Station Duration Weibull-3 Wakeby
{month) X a B I3 a B 4 ]
1 -360| 695 572 002 831| 521| 244| -067
, 2 2208 | 3465| 822 1.09 229 | 231| 387| -050
Yeoju 643 | 10999 198 12.00 7977| 681 10251| -049
12 -3037 | 73154| 533| 7731| 82036] 209| 1684| 040
Han -0.50 371| 214 022 980 569| 180| -016
J1141| 2858| 340|  -031 1229] 320] 209 -079
Juchon
3563 | 31395| 136| -826| 32982 027] 000| 000
12 150.16 | 76360| 140| 23230| -199.07] 15| 92578| -036
1 2364 | -1943] -1734]  -056 1847 | 538| 197| -070
, 2 3983 | 5249 1544| -189| 12309] 1513] 955| -087
Nagdong | Jindong <1027 | 10047 | 259|  2581| 52940 1011 15046| -049
12 43016 | 78352| 677| 3848| 75121 255| 5521| -008
265| 649| 430 0.00 3987 | 6820| 559| -108
-1251| 2802 452 0.00 7731 3870| 2331| -109
Geum | Gyuam 005| 15676 1.77 752 |  20622| 462| 8949| -0.13
12 -44547 | 114677| 413 o771| 104409| 109| 000| 000
1 -365| 663| 844| -038 3076 | 1351| 128| -046
‘ 2 735 1766 538 1.94 1609 325| 505| -057
Yeongsan | Naju 6 -1440 | 1851| 195| 1642| -127.25| 1018 14115] -065
12 -10088 | 46535| 279|  4368| 48781| 146| 7925| -011
86.11| -8212| -71.15|  -0.11 1166| 268| o021| o016
‘ 2335| 3523| 1060 0.39 1803| 608| 425| -038
Sengjung 029| 10658 179 000| 1611178 | 86433 | 11381 -049
12 -36795 | 78273| 526|  3864| 85794 205| 2228| o032
Seomijin
1 941| 1262 1439 050 677| 322] 100| -051
2 758 | 1817 549 1.45 2601 | 419| 362| -032
Abrog 548 | 9286 | 217| 1245 9648 | 254| 4638 -025
12 63582 | 112425| 659| 3317] 107541 19| 772| o6z
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Table 4. Design low flow calculated by L-moments method for Weibull-3 distribution.

(unit : m*/s)

Ri Stati Duration Return period (yrs)
fver 0 1 (month) 2 5 10 20 30 50
1 291 174 1.08 053 0.25 0.14
, 2 11.06 6.80 428 204 0.88 052
Yeoju
6 84.95 45.09 28.83 1807 13.48 890
. 12 531.62 319.82 23241 162.74 127.33 87.05
" 263 135 0.80 043 026 0.06
1425 6.98 334 053 041 0.12
Juchon
204.24 68.72 2451 18 093 052
12 161329 586,51 39425 29352 256.22 22312
380 246 152 058 0.022 001
- o 1138 775 549 343 228 0.89
agdong | Jindong 76.93 4599 31.83 21,60 1993 12.00
12 492,69 272,66 19254 127.46 9373 5470
331 1.93 1.20 061 0.30 025
. s 1332 759 452 201 0.74 059
eum yuam 127.46 67.17 43.96 29.28 23.21 1734
12 862.73 472.20 311,09 187.14 125.96 58,09
1 270 1.90 143 102 079 053
y . 9.15 601 427 282 206 120
eongsan au 83.83 4056 23,02 1148 6.49 162
12 70358 27023 17434 109.28 7965 4867
357 224 135 049 0.18 011
, 1069 724 515 327 225 103
Songjung
86.60 45.90 3011 20,06 1582 1176
) 12 571.39 308.18 211.12 13459 95.85 51.90
Seomijin
1 2.90 196 139 0.86 057 021
942 6.25 448 3,00 223 135
Abrog

7297 4110 27.50 1821 14.04 9.90
12 604,05 348.45 235,61 142.97 94.83 39.12
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Table 5. Design Low Flow calculated by L-moments methed for Wakeby distribution.

(unit : m¥/s)

) ) Duration Return Period (yrs)
River Station
(month) 2 5 10 20 30 50
1 293 162 0.94 052 0.36 023
_ 2 11.28 5.90 363 2.39 1.97 162
Yeoju
6 83,88 282 2853 20,64 17.86 1557
. 12 490,00 298.28 198.22 14041 11997 103.19
!
" 1 3.08 185 118 075 058 0.44
2 1427 593 2.90 132 078 0.35
Juchon
6 20024 63.16 26,00 854 287 161
12 1651.29 56193 37971 302.23 27811 259,38
1 388 225 113 037 008 003
Mot - 2 1533 832 565 3.00 1.70 045
agdong | Jimdong 6 77.26 4318 30.25 2337 2101 19.09
12 482.32 272.29 172.70 11029 87.43 68.38
1 331 225 113 037 0,08 0.03
2 1331 661 428 2.89 224 155
Geum Gyuam
6 12841 63.46 41.60 2562 19.84 15.04
12 399.34 435,09 267.90 183.15 15474 131.96
1 265 2.05 148 0.82 050 019
9.26 555 389 2.96 263 2.36
Yeongsan Naju
6 8275 3454 2258 18.46 1750 1693
12 663.73 265,05 157.34 101.34 82.30 66.94
1 372 190 099 046 028 0.12
o 2 1077 717 457 272 2.00 139
cnging 6 85.32 4267 30,32 2441 2247 2093
o 12 546,05 306.26 199.98 116.47 91.35 7066
omin 1 296 1.78 1.20 087 075 0.65
9.56 5.99 404 283 239 2,03
Abrog
7342 38.95 26.19 19.45 1715 1528
12 589,55 341.24 202.37 12157 92,95 69,44

Table 48t Table 58+ 72t}
6. Weibuli-3 % Wakeby EXE%o| [-ZHl
EQo U2 MAZFRI AEX S EZ2
El XX MU0l 28t AHE2tnte| H|I

FERYO ARE PSS gt L-RAEY

o o3 =@ Ao dAZSFH F2EY 2X
Axy el Weibull, Hazen, Cunnane % Gringorten?)
of olg wzAFEL U 4 (260~4 29
ols] F3tg et

P:l—m/(N+1) ................................. (26)
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Table 6. Root Mean Square Error calculated by Weibull-3 and Wakeby distribution using different plotting

position formulas and method of L-moments

. Weibull-3 Wakeby
River Station Duration Gringor- Gringor-

(month) | Weibyll| Hazen |Cunnane ntr;i O | Weibull | Hazen |Cunnane rltr:;or

0.14 017 0.16 0.17 0.09 0.10 0.09 0.10

Yeoiu 2 0.72 087 0.82 0.84 0.25 027 0.26 0.26

6 486 6.11 5.69 5.85 322 342 3.32 335

12 2194 25.83 24.45 24.95 17.25 19.85 18.51 18.96

Han 0.21 0.22 021 0.21 0.20 0.23 0.21 022

Juchon 2 1.28 152 144 147 0.72 077 0.75 0.75

6 39.72 4751 4450 4558 33.05 38.33 36.30 37.04

12 82.86 84.13 73.28 80.12 69.55 72.49 68.14 69.59

0.30 0.37 0.34 0.35 0.18 0.18 0.18 0.18

Nagdong Jindong 2 0.57 0.59 057 057 043 0.14 0.40 041

343 411 3.87 396 2.84 36,04 2.95 2.99

12 16.38 19.90 18.44 18.96 9.87 12.46 11.45 11.82

1 0.28 031 0.30 0.30 0.16 0.16 0.16 0.16

Geumn Gyvam 1.06 121 117 1.18 042 043 043 0.43

9.45 10.03 9.64 9.77 915 10.45 9.87 10.08

12 63.78 70.67 68.57 69.36 39.17 39.61 39.44 39.50

1 0.14 013 0.13 0.13 0.09 0.09 0.09 0.09

. 2 047 0.54 0.52 0.53 0.33 0.35 0.34 0.35

Yeongsan | Naju 870 | 1039 | 989 | 1008 | 362 | 391 | 382 | 385

12 18.84 2371 2195 22.59 10.94 13.86 12,68 13.11

1 0.30 0.36 0.34 0.35 0.15 0.16 0.16 0.16

. 2 0.42 0.48 045 0.46 0.35 0.38 0.36 0.37

Senglung 879 | 1034 | 987 | 1004 | 619 | 660 | 647 | 652

. 12 21.12 25.26 23.65 2423 14.40 16.02 1484 15.26

Seomijin

i 0.15 0.19 0.18 0.18 0.07 0.08 0.07 0.08

Abrog 0.35 042 039 0.40 0.29 0.32 0.31 0.32

2.19 428 398 4.09 2.78 3.26 3.06 313

12 28,90 3351 32.38 3175 2244 21.75 21.24 21.36
P=1=(m—0.5)/N - oooevemminiiinnniin 27 E£2Y 2XHAYF Webuli-3 XX g
Wakeby #EZX¥e] L-THERH o fx8
P=1—(m=0.4)/(N+0.2) oo (28)  axy AAZSFe uE BHS A8 AFPP
A F222HRoot Mean Square Error, RMSE)'™¥

P=1—(m—0.44)/(N+0.12) - -eieeeeee (29)

o7lA N AR Ffoll me AEE
2 EYH UyEHg do £98 el
o]Are]l Weibull, Hazen, Cunnane % Gringorten

€ 4 (30 g8 ddRgE= 3 dge
Table 63 7},

’ 3 (@- Q7
RMSE= _.EJ_%___ ........................ (30)
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1 3 £
o~ b L
© 10000 k- 100.00
~ 3 ]
T 3 [
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a 1 Weibull-3 Distribution R
& o010+ eibu R

E ~—— Wakeby Distribution . 2 E

3 3

] o

001 l’ ’r'll”’lYIT]WHI T T i '|I|]|Vllllllllll 'l IIIII 001
1.01 1.1 2 10 20 100

Return period{veras)

Fig. 1. Comparison of design low flow estimated
using L-moments with Weibull plotting posi-
tion for each consecutive duration at Jindong
watershed of Nagdong river.
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