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The foraminiferal researches carried out on the bottom sediments of the Korean Yellow Sea were reviewed.
They began from the materials collected in the mid-1960. Most of the study materials were obtained from the
gravity or piston corers as well as from the grab samplers. However, relatively long cores were obtained by a
drilling ship in the mid-1990. The paleoenvironmental and sea-level histories associated with the foraminiferal
changes were the main topics of the foraminiferal researches. Micropaleontological characteristics were also
revealed. Sediments were supplied through the input of the rivers and streams from the adjacent mainland China
and Korean Peninsula since the Holocene. Although the open sea has influenced off Mokpo now, it had influ-
enced off Kunsan in mid-Holocene which was clearly seen from the occurrence of planktonic foraminifera.
However, more advanced methods of study adopting geochemistry such as an absolute age estimate, an isotope
analysis and an analysis of elements in combination with other fields of studies related with foraminiferal ecol-
ogy should be applied to foraminiferal researches to reveal marine geological phenomena, such as climatic fluc-
tuations and related marine environmental changes, in more detail. Additionally, it should be kept in mind that
paleontolgical research including foraminifera is essential to the understanding of the recent as well as ancient
environmental changes of the ecarth.
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Fig. 1. Holocene Paleoenvironmental
map of the Korean Yellow Sea. Note the
remarkable influence of the open sea,
Paleo-Kuroshio Current in the Mid-
Holocene and the changing regime of
the Yellow River in mid-19th Century
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