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Abstract

The purpose of the study was to investigate brand images and fashion leaderships of women’s wear
manufacturers targeting middle-aged women or older women. Thus, this study was to be an exploratory study
to investigate clothing behavior of elderly female consumers and search apprel niche-market for them.

The questionnaire consists of questions on brand images, fashion leadership, and merchandise assortment.
The subjects were to evaluate their brand images and rated on 5 point Likert-type scales of 29 adjectives. The
fashion leadership of these brands was evaluated by the degree of fashion trends adopted on 7 aspects
including fashion images, silhouettes, fabrics, colors, design details, accessories, and item-coordinations.

For the survey, both interview and the subjects were 66 manufacturers which have national brands or
designer brands. Among 44 respondents, 30 respondents were designers and the rest of them were
merchandiser or shop managers. The SPSS PC* package was used to calculate frequency, T-test, and cluster

analysis.

The results from survey of manufacturers targeting middle-aged women or older women are as follow:

1) The brand imges which they pursue are prestigious, practical, and elegance.

2) There were significant differences in brand images, and national brand manufacturers pursue stronger
images in prestigious, chic, intelligent, competency, than designer brand manufacturers.

3) 40 brands were divided into two clusters. 36 brands were included in one cluster, and only 4 brand were
belong to the other cluster. In this market, the image of feminity was grouped with the image of

prestigious, chic, intelligent, competency.

4) In product planning, the adption level of fashion trends in 7 aspects was generally at medium level, but
fashion trends were more adopted in fabric, color, and item-coordination.
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