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= ABSTRACT =

To find the influence of famiy support degree on the depression of the elderly in a rural
area, a questicnnaure survey was made toward 163 persons who were more than 65 vears
old and living in a township at Chollanamdo Province from January lst to February 20th,
1998,

The major findings are as follows :

1. By simple analysis significantly associated variables with depression sccre were
residence, adequacy of pocket money, health consciousness, drinking alcohol, smoking, score
of activity of dady lving({ADL), score of instrumental activities of daly living(IADL), and
degree of family support among female respondents{p<0.05).

2. To find the influence of family support on the depression score excluding other
associated variables, multiple regression analysis was made and it was found that famiy
support was associated significantly with affective, somatic, psychomotor and psychological
domain of depression score among male, and somatic, psychomotor and psychological
domain among female(p<0.05).

The above finding suggest that family support degree is an important factor to be
associated with the depression of the elderly in the rural area. So to deal with the
depression of rural elderly, how to make close relation among family members must be

considered.
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