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= ABSTRACT =

In order to estimate the utiization pattern of a rural health subcenter, and to identify
the recognition for it among the farmhouse members in a subwban area, a questionnaire
survey was carned out for objects of 696 population.

The resuits observed were as follows:

The annual utlization rate of a rural health subcenter for a basic health service unit was
250 per 100 persons, and annual mean visiting times was 022 times. And the most
frequent disease by annual health subcenter utilization ilness was musculoskeletal
disease(30.6%), and the next was respiratory disease(14.1%), gastrointestinal
disease(13.9%) by order. Favorite reasons for community health subcenter utilization were
near distance from living place(49.6%), lower disease severity(189%) and lower medical
cost(18.1%) by order. But disfavoring reasons for it were absence of specialist(20.2%), non
effective treatment(19.29%) and insufficient equipment(14.7%) by order. And insufficient
items about community health subcenter utilization were restriction of treatment
imit{40.7%), lower reliance(225%) and difficuity in traffic(13.4%) by order. The results of
logistic regression analysis suggested that statistically significant factors in health subcenter
utilization was educational level. The desirable works for the health subcenter in a
suburban area were disease control of elderly and disease preventing service.

These results suggested that to increase the utilization of rural health subcenter in a
suburban area and to promote the accessibility of rural residents to primary health care;
there must be considered public relation about health subcenter, improvement of, medical
quality and change of priority about health subcenter’s works.
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Tabie 1. General characteristics of study population

Study population

Characteristics -
No. %
Sex
Male 303 436
Femae 393 o6.4
Age
<24 13 8.9
~39 57 32
40~49 95 136
30~38 160 23290
p0 < 336 483
Educational .evei{year’
I~ 8 502 72.1
7~12 169 243
over 12 25
Farm work
No 102 147
Assistan: 34 120
Part time worker 11 120
Full nme worker 499 7
Medical securnty starus’
Government 72 103
Industnai 136 185
Regionai 407 585
Medicaid 68 98
Non oeneficiaries 13 15
Monthly famiy income{x10,000won)
<29 131 188
30~-39 3 04
40~49 6 29
50~39 7 10
60 < 549 789
Total 696 100.0

+ Government
[ndustrial :
Regional : Regional medical insurance
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Table 2. Annual utilization and meats visit numbers of community health sub-center

e . No. of Mean wisit
Utilization of Medical care case 1 ?\lo,
Non utilization 522(75.0)

Utilization 174(25.0)

Total 696(100.0) 022+211

Table 3. Distribution of disease by annual health subcenter utilization iiness

Classification %

Musculoskeletal disease 306
Respiratory disease 141
Gastrointestinal diseaase 139
Cardiovascular disease 6.9
Nervous & sensoryv disease 6.5
Injury or poisoning 2.6
Endocrine d:sease 5.3
Skin & Subcutaneous disease 23
Dental disease 20
Genitourinary disease 1.7
Psychiatric disease 0.6
Neoplasm G
Infectious & parasitic disease 06
Pregnancy and child birth 05
Congenital anomaly 0.2
Other ill defined condition 87
Total 100.0

Table 4. Distribution of reasons for commumty health subcenter utilization

0/.,

Contents .
Near distance from living place 49.6
Lower severnty 18 G
Lower medica: CoS 1% 1
Eifecuve reaument =
Kindness 24
Others 79
Total 100.0
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Table 5. Distribution of reasons for community health subcenter non-utiization

Contents %

Good health condition 275

No specialist 14.7(20.2)
No effective treatment 138(192)
Insurficient squipmenst 07747
Long -<istance from Lving dlace 10201417
Trreguiar werk of th 120 58)
Others 138(26.0)
Total 100.0(100.07

* Numbers in parentiiesis are mean percent exciuded good health condition

Table 6. Distrtbution of insufficient item for commurnity health subcenter utilization

Contents %
Restriction. of treatment hmit 407

Low rehance 225

Difficuity i tratfic 134

Not puncrual 9%

Unkindness 80

Dirty cond:ticn 13

Ta 100.0
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Table 7. Community health subcenter unihization by predisposing variables

Utilization

Variable (%) P-value
Sex
Male 357 NS
Female 243
Age
<29 15.8 NS
30—~39 191
40~49 23.3
50~549 305
60< 245
Educational level{year)
0~ 6 281 0.02
7~12 16.2
over 12 143
Farm work
No 16.7 .07
Assistant 217
Part time worker 100
Full time worker 26.7
Medical security status
Government 255 NS
Industrial 250
Regional 241
Medicaid 354
Non beneficianes 0.0
Monthly famiy mncome(x10,000won )
<29 16.2 ¢.03
30~34 66.7
40~44 25.0
50~59 200
60< 27.0
Access time(minute!
Under 15 282
15 & over 206
Nearest medical facility
Health subcenter 269 NS
Other 220
Total 25.0
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Table 8. Desiradle work “or commumnty heaith subcenter

%

Hypertension coniroi 90
Disease control of eideriv BT
Heaith education 12.2
Disease prevention service 280
Sanitation control 12.1
Total 100.0
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