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A Study on the Ancient Architecture in view of the Stone

| Remains
(focused on the 3 Kingdom Period and Unificated Shilla Period)

Cheon, Deuk-Youm
(Chonnam National University, Professor)
Park, Ji-Min
(Chonnam National University, Doctoral Course)

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analogize the appearance of Korean Ancient Architecture in view of the Stone
Remains from 3 Kingdom Period to Unificated Shilla Period. But in these period, there is no building remains but
some stupas and fine arts. Especially, there are many architectural appearance and revealing signature in these
Historical Stone rémains. Architectural elements which are analogized by stone remains what has value as historical
materials by preservation of original form from 3 Kingdom Preiod to Unificated Shilla Period are as follows :

1) Platform, the representative characteristic of Korean traditional architecture, was frame structure and accumulate
structure. And circular or square footing stood a same shape column on it is put on the platform.

2) In the case of column, there used entasis column and inclined column and circular chamfer technique was applied
on the top side of it. Upper side of column, capital and head pentrating tie that small bearing block was put on the
center of it was joined. And longitudinal rest(J27%) supported a cross beam. Capital and small bearing block had no
bottom heel, and heel side was curved and straight. Centered bracket structure was often used, and multi bracket
structure is not used yet. Inward incline technique was used.

3) Inward opening pair door which had lintel, threshold, doorjamb was usually used, Fixing stone was used for
structural ‘safety, and circular handle and lock was used for decoration. Handrail was used on the edge of wooden
floor for decorative effect and safety.

4) Square rafter and circular rafter were used in the same period and so did flying rafter. Double eaves and single
eave were used in the same period but, single eave was usually used. In this period, square rafter was usually used.
This would be studied more by comparing with Japanese wooden architecture.

5) Hipped roof was used and half-hipped roof was not used yet. In front of th hip, there are small sculpture called
Jap-Sang(#%), and windbell was hang on the end of the hip rafter. Concave roof tile, convex roof tile, round eaver
tile, decorative tile at end of roof ridge were used. Lotus style was well used on the face of roof tile for decoration.

From the resuits of this study, wooden architecture of Unificated Shilla period was simple compare to Koryo dynasty
and Chosun dynasty but, it had some brilliant character. It was hard work that analogized the form of non-existent
wood architecture of Ancient Korean period by restricted stone remains. But, in addition to the results of this study
and research of old documentations, more study should be go on.
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