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Application of the Traditional Motives in Modern Fashion Design

-~ an analysis of the designs of Sul Yoon-Hyung -

Kim, Hye Kyung - Jung, Sung Il
Dept. of Clothing, Wonkwang University

Abstract

In this world of globalism, achieving the winning position in the competitive international
market is essential in the area of fashion industry. For this reason, we should accomplish this
task by adapting our own traditional beauty to the modern fashion design through the
modernization of the Korean traditional style. Therefore, this study attempted to analyze the
fashion design works of the active Korean fashion designer, Sul Yoon-Hyung, focusing on the
subject how she incorporated the modern fashion design with the traditional motives. In order to
study this research subject, both quantitative and qualitative research methods were used to
collect and analyse the textile motives used in the designer’'s works found from the major
fashion magazines, Bazaar, Vogue, Marie Claire, ELLE, WWD, and Fashion Today during the
last seven years(1993-1999). The collected research data, 68 works, was counted and analyzed in
terms of the categories of Korean traditional motives they were adapted from, the application
techniques, and the aesthetic characteristics. As a result of the study, it was found that Sul
Yoon-Hyung has adapted different kinds of Korean traditional motives including motives
borrowed from the nature such as flowers and animals, geometrical forms, and Chinese letters
with different specific symbolic meanings for each motif and many different techniques were
utilized to apply these motives. It was apparent to note that the Korean traditional motives were
successfully incorporated into her fashion design works expressing the beauty of oriental grace,
naturalism, sophistication, and above all, the modern sense.
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