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Modeling the Citation Environment Factors
Influencing Citation Motivations
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ABSTRACT

It needs to be considered that citing is not a static process but a dynamic: process which is to produce, to reproduce
and to distribute knowledge by the interaction between societies surrounding the citer,

This study begins by briefly acknowledging that citation is a universal practice in terms of establishing citer
s own basis of research on the basis of the relation to previous studies, and persuadeing potential citer to cite his/her
research product, This study, however, is a preliminary attempt to examine the premise that although citing is a
unversal practice, but citer motivations can be influenced by various citation environmental contexts
surrounding the citer,

This study presented general citation motivations derived from previous studies: (1) substantial motivations -
conceptional and methodological ditations, (2) persuasive motivations - positive, applied, and negative citations, (3) perfunctory
motivations - perfunctary and bibliographic citations, and (4) social relation motivations - personal connections and knowledge
familiarity citations, In addition, this study identified citation enviranment factors affecting these citation motivations: (1) citer
and documentation factor, (2) sodial and cultural environment, (3) information environment, and (4) intemnational knowledge
system environment, Each citation environment factor presented should be interpreted not as a separate factor, but rather
as a close interrelation among these environment factors, Finally, the model of the citation environrnent factors developed in
this study was discussed in the aspects of the relationship between citation motivations and their ctation environment factors,

This study suggested that further research should be conducted in order to examine these relationships more empirically
and citation should be considered as a social product reflecting the interaction between citer and various citation
environments,
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