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Abstract

Medical Expenses during the last 6 Months of
Life in Cancer Patients

No Rai Park’, Young Ho Yunz, Soonae Shin' and Eun Kyeong Jeong3

National Health Insurance Corporation’, Hanil General Hospital, , National Institute of Health’

Purpose : Because we don’t have inappropriate health care system for the terminal cancer
patients, there were abnormal behavior patterns of health care utilization. So, There were needs
to develop the comprehensive care for terminal cancer patients. Increased attention is being paid
to the futility of life-sustaining treatment and high cost of management of terminal cancer
patients

Materials and Methods : This study was performed on cancer patients, registered in 1996
Central Cancer Registry, who were as insured person of Korea Medical Insurance and died from
January 1997 to June 1998. We studied the day of medical care and medical expenses of 151
cancer patients evaluable.

Results : The mean day of inpatient care was 39 days, and the mean days of outpatient care
was 14 days in study subjects. Mean expenses per day of medical care, day of inpatient, and
day of outpatients care were 85392 won, 105908 won, and 40,173 won. 95% of medical
expenses is paid to the general hospital, and 85 % of medical expenses was paid for inpatient
care. About half of all medical expenses in th last 6 months were incurred in the last 60 days
of life, and about 30 percent were incurred in the last 30 days. Expenses of outpatients care
increased between 6 month and 3 months, after which they decreased. Expenses of inpatients
care increased during all last 6months

Conclusion : The distribution of medical expenses during the last 6 months in our study is
similar to the distribution of American Medicare costs. We need to study medical expenses
during the last year of life with large scale and details in order to develop the plan about the
management of terminal cancer patient.
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Table 1. The Days of Medical Care and Medical
Expenses in 151 Study Subjects, accor-
ding to Demographic Characteristics

Days of Medical

Variable N(%) Medical Cost
Care®  (10°Won)®
Sex Male 100663) 440 4012

Female 51(33.7) 486 3,633
Age <39 10( 66) 522 4,883
40~49 19(126) 517 4,726
50~59 43(285) 527 4,998
60~69 4291y 504 3,999
70< 35(232) 252 1,632
Region  Metropolitan 64(42.4) 487 4,656
City 38(52) 519 4,370
Country 49(325) 363 2,502
Income < 700 29(192) 482 2,989

(I0°Won/ 700~1499 102(675) 465 3,019 °
)

Month) 1,500 < 20(13.3 36.3 2,809
Period of < lmonth 54(358) 147 876
Admission 1~3month 84(556) 538 4,667

Jmonth < 13( 86) 1195 11,329
* Mean
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Fig. 1. Proportion of Medical Expenses in the Last
6 Months of Life, according to the Behavior
Pattern of Health Care Utilization.
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Fig. 2. Distribution of Medical Expenses and Days
of Medical Care in the Last 6 Months of
Life according to the Months before Death.
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Fig. 3. Comparison of Distribution of Medical Ex-
penses in the Last 6 Months of Life, accord-
ing to Hospitalization, and Outpatient Care.
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