Bt SANA - 232 EE|X|

Abstract

Hospice Volunteer's Perception of Death

Won Hee Lee, Ph.D., R.N. and Young Ja Lee, M.A., R.N.

Yonsei University, College of Nursing, Armed Forces Nursing Academy

Purpose : The purpose of this study was to identify hospice volunteers’ perception of the death.
Methods : This study was conducted with 327 adults who registered for the hospice volunteer
education program in Severance Hospice Center from 1996 through 1999. The 4-years data was
collected through a self-reporting questionnaire constructed and revised by the authors. The que-
stionnaire was classified into 5 categories. The data collected were analyzed using SPSS/W.
Results : 1) Hospice volunteers were mostly female(93.9%) with an average age of 48 years. The
majority(82.6%) of the participants were Protestant. 2) From the 4-years data over 90 percent of
participants thought of death as a process of life and responded positively to these three items:
'Death is a temporary separation from family’, ‘T will die in peace’, ‘Faith in God results in a
freedom from fear of death’. 3) Age were statistically relevant to the following items:’l often
read the obituaries in the newspaper’, 'Dying is a tragedy’, and 6 items were significantly
related to religion : T rarely think of dying unexpectedly’, ‘Death is a temporary separation from
family’. ‘Dying is a tragedy’, "We have to do our best to prolong life by use of modern medical
technology’, ‘I feel comfortable thinking of death and dying, 'Faith in God results in a freedom
from fear of death’. The finding that religiosity was related to perception of death is consistent
with other reports. And 40~50 year old Protestant women had more positive perception of
death than 20~30 year old women.

Conclusion : The findings indicated an importance of considering the age and religiosity when
we educate the hospice volunteers. And that will be a important basic-data to develope program
for hospice volunteers.
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Table 1. Demographic Characteristics of the Study
Sample(N=327)

Characteristics N(%)
Gender Female 307(93.9)
Male 20( 6.1)
Age 21~29 21( 6.4)
30~39 42(12.9)
40~49 117(35.8)
50~59 123(37.6)
60~69 21( 64)
70~79 3( 0.9
Religion Protestant 270(82.6)
Catholic 25( 7.7)
Buddhist 10( 3.1)
Other 6( 1.8)
No Answer 16( 4.9)

T dielele A& ¢ ¢ U of A A

Table 2. Frequency of Each item in Questionnaire

Tt Total

em (N=327)

1. I rarely think of dying YES 138(42.4)

unexpectedly NO 188(57.6)
no answer 0

2. 1 often read obituaries YES 220(67.5)

in the newspaper NO 99(30.4)

no answer  7( 2.1)

3. Death is temporary YES 276(84.7)

separation from family NO 45(13.8)

no answer  6( 18)

4. We expect prolonged life  YES 209(63.9)

using advanced medical ~ NO 112(34.3)

technology no answer  6( 18)

5. 1 rarely think of death. YES 62(19.0)

NO 263(80.4)

no answer  2( 0.6)

6. Death penalty is YES 257(78.6)

inhumane practice. NO 59(18.0)

no answer  §( 24)

7. Dying is a tragedy. YES 124(37.9)

NO 200(61.2)

no answer  3( 0.9)

8. I will die in peace. YES 299(91.5)

NO 2(6.7)

no answer  6( 1.8)

9. We have to do our best YES 206(63.0)

to prolong life using modemn  NO 115(35.2)

medical-technology no answer  6( 1.8)

10. T feel uncomfortable YES 62(19.0)

thinking of death NO 263(80.4)

and dying. no answer 2( 0.6)

11. I am afraid of YES 74(22.6)

encountering dying NO 246(75.3)

person. no answer 7( 2.1)

12. Faith in God results YES 312(95.4)

in a freedom from fear ~ NO 11 34)

of death. no answer  4( 12)
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Table 3. Analysis of ltem and Gender, Age, Religion(N=327)

Gender Age Religion
Item
X value?) X' value(®) X’ value(P)
1. I rarely think of dying unexpectedly 0.1(0.913) 13.7(0.184) 18.8(0.016)
2. 1 often read obituaries in the newspaper 0.6(0.740) 19.1(0.039) 4.9(0.768)
3. Death is a temporary separation from family 3.61(0.164) 14.9(0.13) 41.2(0.000)
4. We expect prolonged life by means of advanced 1.3(0.508) 13.6(0.191) 7.0(0.526)
medical technology
5. I rarely think of death 2.9(0.235) 10.6(0.389) 3.0(0.934)
6. Death penalty is inhumane practice 1.3(0.519) 13.7(0422) 9.1(0.327)
7. Dying is a tragedy 3.2(0.195) 25.2(0.005) 23.4(0.003)
8. 1 will die in peace 0.7(0.694) 12.9(0.227) 13.7(0.088)
9. We have to do our best to prolong survival using of 0.7(0.694) 7.8(0.639) 21.6(0.006)
modern medical technology
10. I feel uncomfortable thinking of death and dying 0.3(0.832) 15.0(0.129) 20.5(0.008)
11. T am afraid of encountering dying person 1.7(0412) 12.4(0.257) 129(0.114)
12. Faith in God results in a freedom from fear of death 1.0(0.598) 11.1(0.350) 27.9(0.000)
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