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=Abstract=

A case of Varicella-Zoster virus infection with

multiple cranial nerve involvement

Jung-Eun Shin,  MD, Setng Joo Yoo, MD, Sang Yoon Kim, MD.
Soon Yuhl Nam, MD

Department of Otolaryngology,
Asan Medical Center, University of Ulsan College of Medicine

Varicella-zoster virus(VZV) becomes latent in the sensory ganglia after primary infection and
emerges from latency to cause zoster in adults. After primary infection, VZV remains latent in
the dorsal spinal ganglia. The mechanisms responsible for its reactivation and the clnical entity
of herpes zoster are poorly understood. Reactivation of VZV is commonly known to manifest as
Ramsay Hunt syndrome which is one of the VZV-associated neurologic diseases with facial para-
lysis, ear pain, and a characteristic herpetic auricular rash. It is now known that lesions of this
syndrome can affect all cranial nerves. Central, cervical and peripheral effects of this syndrome
is polyneuropathic in nature. VZV usually involves the 5th and 7th cranial nerves and less com-
monly the lower cranial nerves such as 9th and 10th. We report a treated case of healthy 40
years old male with VZV infection of the 5th, 9th and 10th cranial nerves. The patient typically

showed herpetic vesicles in the auricle and temporal hone area without facial paralysis.
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Fig. 1a. There is a whitish ulcerative paichy lesion

on the epiglottis
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Fig. 1b. There is multiple whitish ulcerative lesions
on the left aryepiglottic fold and arytenoid.

Fig. 2a. Vesicles are seen around the left auricle.

Fig. 2b. Vesicles are seen around the left temporal aren.
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Fig. 3. Ulcerative lesion on the left buccal mucosa

was observed.
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Fig. 4. Varicella-Zoster virus
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