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The Acoustic Characteristics of

’

Focus Associated with the Korean Particle '-man

HAA$F-A&A"-FE-esE".-07 5"
(J.-W. Choe - Y.-S. Jeon - Y. C. - S.-B. Park - K.-H. Kim)

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the phonetic characteristics of the ‘focus’
phrases associated with the particle ‘“man’ in Korean. The particle ‘-man’ is a bound
morpheme which, like other postpositions such as the subject marker ‘~-ka’ and the object
marker ‘-lil’, the so-called ‘case markers’ in Korean, typically attaches to a noun
(phrase). The semantics of “~man’ roughly corresponds to that of only, its counterpart in
English, and is thus classified as a ‘delimiter’ (Yang 1973). It is assumed in this paper
that ‘~man’, like only in English, should have a ‘focus’ associated with it (von Stechow
1991, Rooth 1992). In general, ‘~man’ attached phrases get the focus, but sometimes the
association is not clear-cut, especially in the cases of emphatic use of ‘-man’ or when
the context strongly favors other phrase as the focus (Choe 1996). In this paper, we
compare the phonetic characteristics of the ‘-man’ marked phrases with those to which
‘~ka’/'-lil’ is attached, and conclude that the focused ‘~man’ phrases show higher
fundamental frequencies than their equally focused ‘case’-marked counterparts. However,
when the context clearly forces the focus to fall on phrases other than the ‘~man’ or
‘~ka’/*-lil' attached ones, there is no meaningful difference in fundamental frequency
between the ‘~man’ and ‘-ka'/'-lil' attached phrases. We also compare the phonetic
characteristics of the regular use of ‘-man’ with those of the emphatic ‘-man’. According
to our experiments, the emphatic ‘~man’ does not bring forth its phonetic effects, namely,
higher fundamental frequencies, on the ‘-man’ attached words or phrases but rather in
various other ways such as higher fundamental frequencies in ‘-man’, lengthening of the
following word-initial syllable, or the inclusion of the following word in the same
accentual phrase. Finally, it is claimed that ‘-man’ associated focus phenomena, especially
the emphatic use of ‘-man’, show some typical acoustic characteristics of the other
well-known focus phenomena, namely, wh-interrogatives.

Key words: Korean particle ‘-man’, focus, Fo, accentual phrase
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Ak g E° 9o E9E only evend] 2Ui7]EE ANE ol sy YsME
It dotd Yo deHoz uHo ok Fri(von Stechow 1991, Rooth 1992, 1996 3
Z). BT FFA - guy|Fe dRdE FAE FRol A7  glo. A&
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e Aoz g on, oo wet T WA -8 HHPo] & A dEAME ol A
* (early peaks)2 2 3|4 3dte] o]& Azt FEFHen 3L} E Eol, W H HA
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Ask vl #HEAY dolth. JBAL 2UL ERE Fel2Y @ dojnz AYE
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501 &4 dwtERE 6% £ Axee A, dSdAe de oy -y )
2 F35 Adgol 4 sAelAMN 2F ZxA LydAEc dury oA Edh
ady o] Aozt B, C Al oM FAHLZ Fovisty, A D 3 A4de
oo o)zt ob ATH(p<0.05).

39 394 Rz Ro] ‘Fojntel Hol= Ut & B¢ MASA HF kel 409
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Rhgy o] ‘Foirte xAL -vPel oy 3 AA HE ko] 181 msolAx, 61 ¥
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7 B¥ 15 Hz £33, B 89 Z9E 4248 AR 718 #9597 38 4 Hz &3

, C 849 Afe &AM AA 712 Fo7t 33 9 Hz #%ou $A522 f9
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