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Molecular Characterization of the L Segment of
Hantaan Virus, Strain Howang

Yong-Kyu Chu, Dae-Yong Song, Hyung-Mo Koo and Ho-Wang Lee

Department of Virology, Asan Institute for Life Sciences, 388-1,
Poongnap-dong, Songpa-ku, Seoul 138-040, Korea

Hantaan virus (HTNV), the etiologic agent of hemorrhagic fever with renal syndrome (HFRS),
belongs to the genus Hantavirus, and has three single negative stranded RNA genome segments.
HTNV strain Howang isolated from the blood of severe case of Korean HFRS is more virulent
than HTNV 76/118 and the M and S genome segments’' nucleotide sequence of Howang strain
showed 93.5% and 94% homology to each segment of HTNV 76/118. We have obtained 6533
nucleotides long sequence of the L genome segment of Howang strain using reverse transcriptase
in conjunction with PCR amplification and compared to other hantaviruses. The messenger sense
of the L segment contains one long single long open reading frame of 2151 amino acids, which
encodes a deduced RNA dependent RNA polymerase of 246.4 kDa caculated molecular weight
protein. The nucleotide sequence of the L segment of Howang strain shows 93%, 74%, 66%,
65% homology to HTNV 76/118, Seoul virus 80/39, Puumala virus Hillnds B1 and Sin Nombre
virus, respectively. The amino acid sequence of the L segment of Howang strain shows 99%,
85%, 68%, 68% homology to HTNV 76/118, Seoul virus 80/39, Puumala virus H#llnds B1 and
Sin Nombre virus, respectively.
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F85F F: L Sequence of HINV Howang
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Figure 1. Strategy of RT-PCR for L segment of HINV strain Howang.

Table 1. Nucleotide sequences of primers for the amplification of the L segment

Name Position

Nucleotide sequence Function
1F 1-17 5'> TAGTAGTAGACTCCCTA <3' Downstream primer
1R 1013 - 1033 5> ATAGGATGCTGGTGTATCIGG <3' Upstream primer
2F 915-932 5'> ACAGCAGTATTTGAGTGC <3' Downstream primer
2R 2946 - 2967 5'> GACCACTTTGTAGCATCTGCAC <3' Upstream primer
3F 2867 - 2886 5> AGATGGGCATCAGGTGAAAG <3' Downstream primer
3R 4773 - 4795 5'> ACATATAGCCTCAGCTGTCCCTT <3' Upstream primer
4 F 4619 - 4642 5'> CCAGACTCTCTATCTGTTGACCTA <3'  Downstream primer
4 R 6441 - 6459 5'> AACCTCCTCAACAGTACCA <3' Upstream primer
SF 5296 - 5313 5'> TGACTGTGCGAGGCTTGA <3' Downstream primer
5R 6525-6533+T, 5'> TTTTTITITTAGTAGTAG <3' Upstream primer
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TAGTAGTAGA CTCCCTAAAT AACAAACTCT GAAAAGAATG GATAAATATA GAGAAATTCA CAATAAGCTG AAGGAGTTCT 80
CTCCTGGTAC ACTAACTGCA GTAGAATGTA TAGATTACCT TGACAGACTT TACGCAGTAA GACATGACAT CGTGGACCAA 160
ATGATTAAGC ATGATTGGTC TGATAATAAG GATTCAGAAG AGGCAATAGG AAAAGTACTA TTGTTTGCTG GGGTCCCCTC 240
AAACATCATA ACAGCACTAG AGAAAAAAAT AATACCGAAT CATCCTACAG GAAAGAGTCT TAAGGCCTTC TTCAAGATGA 320
CACCTGATAA CTATAAAATT AGTGGAACAA CCATTGAATT TGTTGAGGTT ACTGTCACGG CAGATGTTGA TAAGGGAATA 400
AGAGAGAAGA AACTTAAATA TGAGGCAGGT TTAACTTACA TCGAACAAGA GTTGCACAAG TTTTTTCTAA AGGGTGAAAT 480
CCCGCAGCCT TATAAGATAA CATTTAACGT AGTTGCAGTC CGCACAGATG GTTCCAATAT CACTACACAA TGGCCCAGTA 560
GAAGAAATGA TGGTGTTGGC CTGTATATGA GGCTAGTTCA AGCTGAGATA AGCTATGTCA GAGAGCACTT GATCAAAACT 640
GAGGAGAGAG CTGCACTAGA AGCCATGTTT AATTTGAAGT TCAATATAAG CACACACAAG AGTCAGCCAT ATTACATACC 720
AGATTATAAG GGGATGGAGC CGATAGGGGC AAACATTGAG GATTTAGTTG ATTATTTTAA AGAATGGTTA TCTAGAGCTA 800
GGAACTTTTC ATTTTTTGAA GTTAAAGGTA CAGCAGTATT TGAGTGCTTC AATTCAAATG AGGCCAATCA TTGTCAAAGA 880
TATCCAATGT CCCGAAAGCC CAGAAACTTC CTACTAATAC AATGTTCTTT AATTACATCT TACAAGCCTG CTACTACATT 960
GTCAGATCAA ATTGATAGTA GAAGAGCCTG CTCATACATT TTGAACTTAA TCCCTGATAC ACCAGCATCT TATCTGATCC 1040
ATGATATGGC ATATAGATAC ATAAACCTAA CAAGAGAAGA TATGATTAAT TACTATGCCC CACGGATACA GTTCAAACAG 1120
ACACAAAATA TAAGAGAGCC AGGGACATTC AAGTTGACAT CAAGTATGTT AAGAGCAGAA TCAAAGGCAA TGCTAGATTT 1200
GCTTAATAAT CATAAAAGTG GTGAAAAGCA TGGTGCTCAA ATAGAGAGCC TCAATATTGC TAGTCATATT GTGCAGTCTG 1280
AATCTGTTAG CTTAATTACA AAAATATTAT CTGATTTAGA ATTAAATATA ACTGAACCAT CAACTCAAGA ATATTCTACA 1360
ACTAAGCATA CTTATGTCGA TACAGTGTTA GATAAGTTTT TTCAGAATGA GACCCAGAAG TACCTGATAG ATGTGTTGAA 1440
AAAAACAACA GCGTGGCATA TAGGTCATCT CATAAGGGAT ATTACAGAAA GCTTAATTGC TCATTCAGGG TTAAAACGAT 1520
CAAAGTACTG GTCCTTGCAC TCATACAACA ACGGCAATGT CATATTATTC ATTCTCCCAT CAAAGTCACT CGAGGTAGCA 1600
GGTTCCTTCA TTAGGTTCAT TACAGTTTTT AGAATAGGGC CTGGTTTAGT AGATAAGGAT AACTTGGATA CTATATTAAT 1680
TGATGGTGAC TCTCAATGGG GAGTATCTAA AGTCATAAGC ATTGATTTAA ATAGGCTGCT AGCATTAAAT ATAGCTTTTG 1760

AAAAGGCTCT GATTGCAACA GCCACATGGT TTCAATACTA TACAGAAGAC CAAGGACAAT TCCCATTACA ATATGCAATT 1840
AGATCTGTGT TTGCAAATCA TTTCCTTTTA GCTATATGTC AAAAGATGAA GCTCTGTGCC ATTTTTGACA ATTTACGTTA 1920
TCTTATACCT GCGGTAACAT CATTATACTC TGGCTTCCCT TCACTGATAG AAAAGCTGTT TGAGCGTCCA TTTAAATCTT 2000
CCTTAGAGGT GTATATATAT TATAACATCA AAAGTTTATT GGTTGCACTT GCACAAAATA ATAAGGCTAG ATTCTATTCC 2080

AAGGTAAAGC TACTAGGCTT AACAGTTGAC CAGTCAACCG TTGGTGCAAG CGGAGTTTAT CCTTCATTCA TGTCGCGTAT 2160

Figure 2. Nucleotide sequence of the L genome segment of HINV strain Howang.
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Figure 2. Continued

AGTATACAAA CACTATAGAA GTTTAATATC TGAAGTGACA ACTTGTTTCT TTTTATTTGA GAAGGGTCTC CATGGAAATA 2240
TGAATGAAGA AGCAAAAATC CATCTTGAGA CAGTGGAATG GGCACTTAAA TTCAGAGAAA AAGAAGAAAA GTATGGGGAA 2320
TCCCTAGTAG AAAATGGATA TATGATGTGG GAGCTACGAG AAAATGCTGA GTTGGCTGAA CAACAATTAT ACTGTCAAGA 2400
TGCTGTTGAG TTGGCAGCAA GAGAATTGAA TAAAGTTTTG GCTACAAAGT CTAGTGTTGT TGCTAATAGT ATATTAAGCA 2480
AAAATTGGGA AGAACCATAT TTCAGCCAAA CAAGAAATAT CAGCTTAAAA GGCATGTCAG GCCAGGTTCA GGAAGATGGC 2560
CATTTATCAT CATCTGTGAC AATAATAGAA GCCATCCGTT ATTTATCAAA TTCAAGACAT AATCCTAGCC TTTTAAAATT 2640
ATATGAGGAG ACAAGAGAGC AGAAAGCAAT GGCAAGAATT GTGAGAAAGT ATCAAAGGAC AGAGGCAGAT AGGGGCTTTT 2720
TTATTACAAC ACTTCCTACG AGCTGTAGGC TCGAAATTAT TGAGGACTAT TATGATGCCA TTGCCAAGAA CATATCTGAA 2800
GAATATATAT CATATGGGGG TGAAAAAAAG ATTCTTGCAA TTCAGGGGGC ACTTGAGAAG GCCTTGAGAT GGGCATCAGG 2880
TGAAAGCTTT ATTGAACTTA GTAATCATAA ATTTATTAGG ATGAAGTGCA AACTCATGTA TGTTAGTGCA GATGCTACCA 2960
AGTGGTCACC AGGAGATAAT TCAGCAAAGT TCCGTAGATT TACTTCCATG TTACATAATG GACTTCCTAA TAATAAACTA 3040
AAAAACTGTG TAATTGATGC ACTTAAACAG GTTTATAAGA CAGACTTTTT TATGTCAAGG AAACTAAGGA ACTATATTGA 3120
TAGCATGGAA AGCCTTGACC CACACATTAA GCAGTTTTTG GATTTTTTTC CTGACGGGCA CCATGGGGAA GTAAAAGGAA 3200
ACTGGCTACA GGGCAACTTA AATAAGTGTT CTTCACTTTT TGGTGTTGCA ATGTCATTAT TATTTAAACA AGTGTGGAAT 3280
AATTTATTCC CTGAGCTTGA TTGCTTTTTT GAGTTTGCAC ATCACTCTGA TGATGCATTG TTTATTTATG GATATTTGGA 3360
ACCAGTGGAT GATGGGACAG ACTGGTTTTT GTTTGTTTCT CAACAGATCC AAGCAGGCCA TTTGCATTGG TTTAGTGTAA 3440
ATACAGAAAT GTGGAAGAGT ATGTTTAATC TACATGAACA TATACTTCTT CTAGGCTCTA TTAAGATCTC ACCAAAGAAG 3520
ACTACAGTAT CCCCGACAAA TGCTGAATCT TTATCAACAT TTTTTGAAGG CCGTGCTGTA TCAATACCAT TTGTCAAGAT 3600
ACTATTAGGT TCTCTATCAG ATTTGCCAGG CTTAGGTTAT TTTGATGATT TAGCAGCAGC ACAAAGTAGA TGTGTCAAGG 3680
CTTTGGACCT CGGGGCATCA CCTCAGGTCG CACAGCTTGC TGTAACATTG TGTACCAGTA AAGTCGAAAG ATTGTATGGT 3760
ACTGCACCAG GTATGATAAA TCACCCTGCA GCATACTTAC ATGTTAAGCA TGCTGATACA CCGATTCCAT TGGGGGGAAA 3840
TGGTGCTATG TCAATAATGG AGCTAGCAAC AGCTGGGATT GGGATGTCAG ATAAAAATCT ACTGAAACGA GCACTTCTAG 3920
GATATTCACA CAAGAGACAG AAGTCAATGC TGTATATATT GGGCTTATTC AAATTTTTGA TGAAGTTATC TGATGAAACA 4000
TTTCAACATG AGAGGTTAGG GCAATTTTCA TTTATTGGGA AGGTACAGTG GAAGATCTTC ACACCAAAAT CTGAGTTTGA 4080
GTTTGCTGAT ATGTACACAT CAAAATTTCT AGAACTCTGG AGCAGTCAAC ATGTAACTTA TGATTATATC ATCCCCAAAG 4160
GTAGGGACAA TCTTCTCATT TATTTAGTTC GGAAGCTCAA TGATCCAAGC ATTGTTACAG CAATGACCAT GCAGTCACCT 4240

TTACAACTCC GGTTTAGAAT GCAAGCCAAA CAGCACATGA AAGTGTGTAG ATTGGAAGGA GAATGGGTAA CCTTCAGGGA 4320
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Figure 2. Continued

AGTTCTGGCT GCTGCTAATA GTTTTGCAGA AAGTTATAGT CCTACTAGCC AAGATATGGA TCTATTTCAA ACATTAACAA 4400
GTTGTACATT TTCTAAAGAG TATGCTTGGA AAGATTTTTT AAATGGAATT CACTGTGATG TTATCCCAAC AAAACAGGTT 4480
CAAAGGGCCA AAGTTGCACG AACATTTACA GTCAGAGAAA AAGATCAGAT CATACAGAAT AGTATTCCTG CTGTTATTGG 4560
ATATAAATTT GCTGTTACTG TGGAGGAGAT GTCAGATGTA TTGGATACAG CCAAGTTCCC AGATTCTCTA TCTGTTGACC 4640
TGAAGACAAT GAAAGATGGA GTCTACCGTG AGCTAGGGTT GGACATATCT CTGCCTGATG TTATGAAAAG AATTGCACCC 4720
ATGCTCTATA AATCTTCTAA ATCAAGAGTA GTCATTGTCC AAGGCAATGT TGAAGGGACA GCTGAGGCTA TATGTGCTTA 4800
TTGGTTAAAA TCAATGTCGC TGGTAAAGAC TATAAGAGTA AAGCCTCATA AAGAAGTCCT CCAAGCAGTT TCAATTTTTA 4880
ACCGTAAAGA AGATATAGGA CAACAAAAAG ACTTGGCTGC CCTTAAACTA TGCATAGAAG TTTGGAGATG GTGTAAAGCA 4960
AATAGTGCTC CATATAGAGA TTGGTTCCAG GCCTTATGGT TTGAGGATAA GACCTTTTCA GAGTGGCTGG ATAGGTTCTG 5040
TAGGGTTGGA GTTCCGCCAA TTGATCCAGA GATCCAGTGT GCAGCATTAA TGATAGCTGA TATAAAAGGT GATTATTCTG 5120
TCTTGCAGTT ACAAGCCAAT AGGCGAGCAT ATTCAGGTAA GCAATATGAT GCATACTGCG TACAGATATA TAATGAAGTG 5200
ACAAAGCTTT ATGAAGGAGA CTTGAGAGTA ACATTCAATT TTGGTCTTGA CTGTGCGAGG CTTGAGATTT TCTGGGATAA 5280
AAGGGCATAT ATATTAGAAA CATCAATTAC ACAGAAGCAT GTACTAAAGA TTATGATGGA TGAGGTCTCA AAGGAATTAG 5360
TTAAGTGTGG GATGAGATTT AATACAGAGC AAGTTCAGGG GGTACGGCAT ATGGTGTTAT TTAAAACAGA GTCTGGATTT 5440
GAATGGGGAA AACCAAATAT TCCATGCATT GTCTATAAGA ACTGTGTCCT GAGAACAAGC CTTAGAACTA CACAAGCAAT 5520
TAACCATAAA TTCATGATTA CAATAAAGGA TGACGGGCTT CGTGCTATTG CACAACATGA TGAAGATAGC CCAAGGTTCT 5600
TACTGGCTCA TGCATTTCAC ACAATAAGAG ATATTAGGTA TCAAGCAGTA GATGCTGTAA GTAATGTGTG GTTCATTCAC 5680
AAAGGAGTTA AACTGTATTT AAATCCCATT ATTTCATCTG GCTTGCTTGA GAATTTTATG AAGAATCTGC CAGCTGCAAT 5760
CCCTCCTGCT GCTTATTCAT TGATTATGAA CCGTGCGAAG ATATCTGTTG ATCTCTTTAT GTTTAATGAC TTACTTAAGC 5840
TGATTAACCC TAGGAATACA TTGGATCTAT CAGGCCTTGA AACAACAGGG GATGGTTTCA GTACTGTAAG CTCAATGTCA 5920
AGCCGATTAT GGTCTGAAGA AATGAGCTTA GTAGACGATG ATGAAGAACT TGATGATGAG TTCACAATTG ACTTGCAAGA 6000
TGTGGATTTT GAAAATATAG ATATGGAGGC AGACATTGAA CACTTCCTAC AAGATGAGAG CTCTTACACA GGAGATCTAT 6080
TAATCAGCAC AGAAGAAACT GAGTCAAAGA AGATGAGGGG CATAGTGAAA ATACTTGAGC CTGTTAGACT GATTAAAAGC 6160
TGGGTGTCAC GTGGATTGTC CATTGAGAAA GTATATAGTC CTGTTAATAT TATCTTAATG TCACGGTACA TCTCTAAAAC 6240
ATTTAATTTA AGTACCAAAC AGGTCTCATT ATTAGATCCG TATGATTTGA CAGAATTAGA GAGCATCGTC CGAGGATGGG 6320
GAGAATGTGT TATTGATCAG TTCGAGAGTC TTGATAGAGA GGCTCAGAGT ATGGTTGTTA ATAAAGGGAT ATGCCCTGAG 6400
GATGTTATTC CTGACTCACT TTTCTCTTTC AGGCACACAA TGGTACTACT GAGGAGGTTG TTCCCGCAGG ATTCTATATC 6480

TTCTTTCTAT TAGGCCTTCT TTTTTTTTCA TTTCCCGGAG CATACTACTA CTA
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