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<Abstract>

An acoustic phonetic study of Korean nuclear tones

Ho-Young Lee

Korean intonation has been investigated mainly from the point of view of impressionistic
phonetics and phonology. The purpose of this paper is to investigate Korean intonation, especially
nuclear tones, from the point of view of experimental phonetics.

Since what we hear is not always the same as what we see in fundamental frequency contours,
acoustic characteristics of Korean nuclear tones are first discussed. Based on quantitative data similar
nuclear tones are compared and the relationship between the nuclear tone and sentence type is
investigated. The relationship between the nuclear tone and the speaker’s attitude is also discussed.
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