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<Abstract>

A pragmatically-oriented study of intonation and focus
Yeong—Kil Lee

There is an indisputable connection between prosody and focus. The focal prominence
in Korean, a prosodic realization of pitch prominence in an utterance, defines a focused
constituent, the domain of which is identified by the Focus Identification Principle. To
this is added the Basic Focus Rule which makes it possible to capture and interpret the
focal domain, which can then be tested against the available context. The focal domain
can be contextually made available by setting it off with information structure
boundaries(l/S) identified by the Information Structure Identification Principle.

The fragment of the utterance enclosed within the IS boundaries can be recognized as
‘new’ information with the help of the Focus Domain Identification Rule. Since
information structures are pragmatically tied to semantic levels of grammatical systems,
the Basic Focus Rule is now replaced by the Focal Prominence Principle ensuring the
focal prominence within the focal domain.

Close relationships exist between patterns of intonation and their expressiveness in
terms of giving a pragmatically-oriented description of focus. This is particularly

manifested in Korean sentences containing contrastiveness.
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The experiments that I shall report suggest that it is not pitch RISE, but rather pitch
PROMINENCE, that is essential to what we react to as stress. By prominence I mean a

rapid and relatively wide departure from a smooth or undulating contour (Bolinger, 1958).
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Focus, as a marker of the information structure of a sentence, is a key
conceptual tool for modelling how an individual sentence contributes to the
flow and growth of information in discourse (Kanerva and Gabriele, 1995).
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FOCUS : The semantic component of a pragmatically structured proposition
whereby the assertion differs from the presupposition6) (Lambrecht, 1994:213).
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6) o7} presupposition#} assertion2 /A 2= pragmatic presupposition (=old information)z}
pragmatic assertion (=new information)S- Z3%+c}(Lambrecht, 1994:52).
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One of the patterns of meaning is INFORMATION structure, which is the
ordering of the text, independently of its construction in terms of sentences,
clauses and the like, into units of information on the basis of the distinction
into GIVEN and NEW; what the speaker is treating as non-recoverable
(new). This aspect of the meaning of the text is realized in English by
intonation, the information unit being expressed as one TONE GROUP.

(Halliday and Hasan, 1976).

23 W99 EEYY BAE o8y} ‘2H F 9 (focus projection)e] FEAZ 7+
F3%F Lambrecht(1994:214)= 273 HHES FALH Yo =33le ¢ ¥ F(phrasal
category) 2 AEFOZH ofF HFE v}

10) Hallidays R 24 & 459 Zx=2 7133,

Information focus is one kind of emphasis, that whereby the speaker marks a part (which
may be the whole) of a message block as that which he wishes to be interpreted as
informative. ... The focus of the message, it is suggested, is that which is represented by the
speaker as being new, textually (and situationally) nonderivable information (1967: 204f).

11) 7] Marek(1987, 1992)0] wet AFwFxee §olF AHEIHH AdEd2 239
Lambrecht(1994)el] 717t c}.
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INFORMATION STRUCTURE: That component of sentence grammar in
which propositions as conceptual representations of states of affairs are paired
with lexico-grammatical structures in accordance with the mental states of
interlocutors who use and interpret these structures as units of information in
given discourse contexts (Lambrecht, 1994).
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