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The Species of Penguins and Penguins Occurring in the Vicinity
of King Sejong Station

Soon-Keun Chang

Polar Research Center, KORDI
Ansan P. O. Box 29, Seoul 425-600, Korea

Abstract: Penguins are one of the key constituent organisms in the Antarctic ecosystem. A total
of 18 species of penguins occur only in the southern hemisphere from the Galapagos
Archipelago to southern area off Australia and New Zealand, South Africa, South America, and
the islands scattered in the Southern Ocean to the coast along the Antarctic Continent. In the
Antarctic Treaty area, there are only 5 species of penguins such as Emperor (Aptenodytes
forsteri), Gentoo (Pygoscelis papua ellsworthi), Adelie (P. adeliae), Chinstrap (P. antarctica), and
Macaroni (Eudyptes chrysolophus) penguins. Two additional species, the King (Aptenodytes
patagonicus patagonicus) and Rockhopper (Eudyptes chrysocome) penguins, however, are dis-
tributed within the Antarctic Convergence. In the vicinity of King Sejong Station located in King
George Island, the South Shetland Islands off the Antarctic Peninsula, 5 species are observed,
among which 2 Pygoscelis species such as the Gentoo and Chinstrap penguins hatch their
eggs and raise their chicks at the rookery 2 km south of King Sejong Station in summer. Adelie
penguins hatch their chicks in other place in King George Island. One Emperor penguin
roamed on the frozen Maxwell Bay which has been frozen every two or three years with the
approximate thickness of 60 cm. And one Macaroni penguin also visited the rookery in summer.
We should carry out researches on the penguins occurring in the vicinity of King Sejong

Station to monitor the environmental changes around King Sejong Station and the South
Shetland Islands.
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=eassnesases  Rockhopper Penguin (E. crestatus)
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Fig. 1. Areal distribution of Emperor, Chinstrap, Gentoo, Adelie, Macaroni, King, and Rockhopper Penguins (assembled after
Simpson 1976 with the written permission of Yale University Press).
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Fig. 2. Underside of the flippers of Eudyptes Penguins (after
Watson 1975).
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«  Fjordland Penguin (E. pachyrhynchus)

Fig. 3. Areal distribution of Erect-crested, Royal, Snares, and Fjordland Penguins (assembled after Simpson 1976 with the written

permission of Yale University Press)
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wwsewowww Yellow-eyed Penguin (Megadyptes antipodcs)

Little blue Penguin or Fairy Penguin (Eudyptula minor)
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Fig. 4. Areal distribution of Yellow-eyed, Little blue, White-flippered, Blackfooted, Magellanic, Peruvian, and Galapagos Penguins
(assembled after Simpson 1976 with the written permission of Yale University Press).
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Fig. 5. Three species of penguins occurring in the vicinity of
King Sejong Station, King George Island, the South
Shetland Islands off the Antarctic Peninsula; Chinstrap,
Gentoo, and Adelie Penguins from left to right of the
standing penguins in the center of the picture. Penguins
were congregated for photography by force.
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Fig. 6. The emperor penguin roamed on the frozen Maxwell Bay, King George Island in 1991 ausiral winter. The picture was taken
by Martin Mykiska overwintered in 1991 at Czech Vaclav Vojtech Station located in Nelson Island, the South Shetland Islands

off the Antarctic Peninsula.
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