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(Abstract)

AIDS-related Knowledge, Attitudes and
AIDS-Education Needs of Male Workers
in Seoul and Kyungki areas

Mi Kyung Jun® - Cho Kang Kim** - Kinam Jin***
*The Graduate School, Ewha Womans University
**Ewha Womans University - #**Yonsel University

AIDS(Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome) known as 20th century’'s pest is spreading
rapidly internationally, and the number of patients are increasing. Since the prevention vaccine
has not been developed yet, the only available effective method for preventing AIDS is the health
education. Most of the AIDS-infected persons are males, and especially over twenties of age.
Therefore, it is necessary to measure the knowledge and attitudes on AIDS of male workers.

The purpose of this study is to examine the knowledge, attitudes and education-needs of
male workers on AIDS. The data were collected by a questionnaire survey of 977 workers who
work in Seoul and Kyungki areas from September 1 thru October 4, 1997.

The results were as follows:

1. We examined the level of knowledge on AIDS transmission, symptoms, diagnoses, and
prevention methods. Even though respondents had a moderate level of AIDS-related knowledge,
still sizable numbers believed that AIDS could be transmitted through casual contact.
White-collar workers, higher education groups, higher income groups or those with age thirties
showed respectively higher level of knowledge than the other comparison groups.

2. 8% of the respondents recognized AIDS as a serious problem. Statistical analysis
revealed that white-collar workers, higher education groups or those with age twenties had
more positive attitudes towards a AIDS patient than their counterparts.

3. Over 80% of the respondents replied that AIDS education in schools, work places, social
agencies or by mass-media was necessary. 62.8% of the respondents mentioned that
government should play the major role in developing AIDS education program.

4. The prediction model of AIDS-education needs was examined with using the multiple
logistic regression method. The education level and AIDS-related knowledge were turned to be
statistically significant factors influencing positively the perceived needs of AIDS education.
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