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A Study on the Physician's Behavior of Notifiable
Communicable Diseases Reporting and its Characteristics
Related

Yoon Hyeon Lee, Kwang-Ho Meng
Dept. of Health Administration, Namseoul University
Dept. of Preventive Medicine, Catholic University

The major concern for this research is to discuss and to offer some solutions to
bring the effectiveness of existing notifiable diseases reporting system over the
physicians’ attitudes of reporting, the actual condition of performance and the
reasons of inertia in notifiable diseases reporting through examining the
physicians of medical institutions in nationwide such as pediatrics, internal
medicine and family medicine.

The actual conditions of notifiable communicable diseases(NCD) reporting was
surveyed by mail objectifying an internal medicine, pediatrics and family
medicine in nationwide on the basis of stratified random sampling method
divided into the classification of medical institutions and areas. As a result of
survey, the rate of respondents showed 145 persons from physicians, 105
persons from hospitals, 120 persons from general hospitals, and 51 persons from
tertiary hospitals. The total number of respondents were 421 and was rated
59.0 %.

The analysis of collected survey went through a descriptive analysis primarily
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to grasp physicians’ attitudes on the notifiable communicable diseases reporting,
and then upon the dependent variables. Following are major findings obtained
form the data analysis.

1. The results of a descriptive analysis on physicians’ attitudes towards
reporting NCD were as follows:

First, the respondents who didn't know that yellow fever is reporting NCD
were 11.0% of clinic, 10.5% of hospital, 5.0% of general hospital, 11.8% of
tertiary hospital, and in case of hepatitis B, were 26.9% of clinic, 35.2% of
hospital, 35.0% of general hospital, 23.5% of tertiary hospital.

Second, The rate of physicians’ knowledge on penalties of not reporting the
NCD by their medical institution were 35.2% of clinic, 45.7% of hospital, 36.7%
of general hospital, 62.7% of tertiary hospital.

Third, among the no-reporting physicians in whole, the major reason of not
reporting NCD were uncertainty of diagnosis(78.9%), no need to report(46.4%),
no adequate actions from PHC(29.1%), no knowledge of the cases being
notifiable ones in the order of their frequencies(30.4%), meddling from
PHC(29.1%), concerning of patient’s privacy(26.3%).

2. To analyze the characteristics related to the physicians” behaviors to report
NCD, univariate and multiple logistic regression analyses were applied to the
variables related to physician, 4 medical facility, PHC, and reporting system.
The result were as follows:

First, the result of the univariate analysis on physicians’ attitude to report
NCD and characteristics related to reporting in odds ratio was in the case of
hospital, 3.4 times higher positive responses on physicians’ attitude to report
NCD came up as compared to the clinic.

Second, the result of the univariate analysis on physicians’ action of reporting
NCD and characteristics related to reporting by the classification of medical
institutions showed that the odds ratio of hospital was 2.3 times, the odds ratio
of general hospital was 2.0 times, the odds ratio of tertiary was 6.8 times
significantly higher than clinic. And the medical institution with significantly
higher positive attitudes rate by multiple logistic regression analysis was
hospital that rated 2.5 times significantly higher than clinic. Also in the PHC
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related characteristics of reporting, the rate of action in reporting NCD was
significantly higher in medical institution that were endowed with the good
condition of reporting. In multiple logistic regression analysis, the medical
institution that has a good conditions of reporting showed a significantly higher

positive rate on the action of reporting than the others.

Key words : notifiable communicable diseases, physician’s attitude, reporting system, surveillance

system.
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