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< Abstract>

The purpose of this study was to explore musical development of 3- to 5-year-old children and their
musical home environment. The subjects were one hundred ninety-four children and their mothers enrolled
in four kindergartens in Seoul. Each child sang the birthday song with peers in a birday play setting. It was
audiotaped for the children to sing the song. Questionnaire of musical home environment developed by the
researchers was used for the mothers. The children’s rhythm and pitch development were coded by the
scoring categories of Project Spectrum(Krechevsky, 1994). The data were analyzed by t-test, ANOVA,
Scheffe, and Pearson correlation.

The results of this study were as follows: Firstly, there was no a significant difference in the children’s
rhythm development among three age-groups as well as between boys and girls. Among rhythm
subcategories, the unit of note was ranked in the highest score and the pulse the next. Secondly, there were
significant differences in children’s pitch development among three age-groups and between boys and girls.
The older children significantly achieved higher scores than the younger. Among pitch subcategories, the
contour was ranked in the highest score and the interval the next. Thirdly, the children’s musical
development and their physical home environment related to music were correlated positively. The children’s
pitch development was significantly related to the mothers’ musical attitude and the children’s rhythm
development to the mothers’ educational levels.
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