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A Case of Esophageal Foreign Body by Mercury Button Battery

Jin—-Choon Lee, MD, Chang-Su Kim, MD,
Hyung-Jin Park, MD, and Hwan-Jung Roh, MD.

Department of Otolaryngology,
College of Medicine, Pusan National University, Pusan, Korea

The risk of foreign body by small button-disc battery in children has been increasing because
the batteries are widely used in electronic device and plaything and easily contact with children.
Foreign body of mercury type button-disc battery, when lodged in the esophagus, leak a caustic
solution which causes a rapid necrosis of esophageal mucosa. So it should be removed imme-
diately when the radiologic diagnosis is made. We experienced a case of esophageal foreign body
by mercuric disc battery in a 14-month-old male. This case will be discussed with literature
review.
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Fig. 1. Chest AP radiograph demostrating lodgement

of a mercury button battery in the upper esophagus
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Fig. 2. 1.6crm X1.6cm sized corroded mercury button

a) front

battery removed from the esophagus

view b) back view
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Fig. 3. Postoperative esophagographic view showing
no evidence of perforation and stricture

Fig. 5. Chest AP radiographic view on discharge
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Fig. 4. Postoperative 8th day, esophagographic

showing battery siced dilatation
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