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Postoperative Electroacupuncture in 2 Dogs showed Continuous
Lameness after the Reduction of Medial Patellar Luxation

Joo-myoung Lee!, Oh-kyeong Kweon and Tchi-chou Nam
College of Veterinary Medicine, Seoul National University

ABSTRACT : Canine medial patellar luxation can cause hindlimb lameness in toy breeds
and surgical operation needs when the lameness does not improve or worsen. In this study,
the 2 dogs that showed postoperative non-weight bearing lameness were treated with elec-
troacupuncture (EA) and the effects of postoperative EA were examined. Xue Hai (Sea of
Blood), Du Bi (calf's nose, 2 acupoint), Zu San Li (leg 3 miles) acupoints were used in acu-
puncture. Xue Hai acupoint was connected to positive pole and Zu San Li was negative for
20 min with 2~5 volt, 5~30 Hz in EA. In case 1, EA were performed eight times for 26 days
after 29th postoperative day and walking was improved from 6th EA. In case 2, EA were con-
ducted five times for 17 day after 26th postoperative day and walking was improved from
4th EA. It may be possible to improve walking by EA treatment in the dogs that show post-
operative non-weight bearing lameness, but the relationship between the effects of EA and
the injury of stifle joint should be inspected.
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Fig 1. Acupoints stimulated after the reduction of medial
patellar luxation
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