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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to analyze the priority of environmental problems in Korea by investigating the
environmental professionals’ perception. The delphi technique was applied to identify their risk perception
towards some specific items related with pollution. A standardized questionnaire on environmental problems
and their priorities was used to 74 subjects. In the questionnaire, the environmental problems were divided into
the general ones, 9 items, and the specific ones, 30 items. Also, the perception was associated with two points
of view which were the risk on general human health or ecosystem, and on the present situation in Korea. The
priority of risk from general environmental problems on human health or ecosystem was analyzed in the order
of ‘water pollution’, ‘air pollution’, ‘soil contamination’, ‘waste’, ‘toxic chemical pollutants’, “food contamina-
tion’, ‘ocean contamination’, ‘odor pollution’, and ‘noise pollution’. The priority of risk on the present
situation in Korea was analyzed in the order of ‘water pollution’, ‘air pollution’, ‘waste’, ‘toxic chemical
pollutants’, ‘food contamination’, ‘soil contamination’, ‘ocean contamination’, ‘odor pollution’, and ‘noise
pollution’. And these priorities were significantly related with the characteristics of respondents such as sex,
age, and major concerned area. However, for the first five priorities of risk from the specific environmental
problems on human health or ecosystem, the environmental professionals agreed with ‘automotive vehicle
exhaust’, ‘domestic and industrial source pollutants to surface water’, ‘CO, and global warming effect’, ‘toxic
air pollutant’, and ‘industrial source air pollution’. The priorities of risk on the present situation in Korea were
similar to these results.
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