7|=EHAIES| X H2RM1S
199914 5% pp. 74-89

32 1} 714de) AMEE G5} AlEonEste] A

The Relationship between Industrial Standards Acquisition and the Technological

Development of Korean Enterprises
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{Abstract)

The purpose of this study is to identify in two aspects the relationship between standardization
activities and technological development at the firm level. The first aspect is to analyze the
relationship between the current Korean industrial standards system and the firm’s technological
development vis-a-vis quality standards. The analysis reveals that even if Korean firms recognize
the importance of standards, the level of product quality of the KS mark is still lower
compared to the average world level. The survey also reveals that the reasons for acquiring ISO
and KS marks are mainly aimed at enforcing company image and increasing quality
management mind, rather than to foster technological innovation. The second aspect explores
how much Korean industrial standards (KS marks) affect the firm’s technological development in
the process of standards acquisition activities. The survey results show that standardization
activities have a less positive impact on technological innovation than on the maintenance of
consistent production works.

Key words : standards, de facto standards, de jure standards, ISO/IEC KS marks, WTO/TBT
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