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< Abstract>

The purposes of this study are to measure the prevalence of parental violence toward adolescents and to
explore the predictors based on a data gathered from a sample of adolescents. A total of 1,451 adolescents
attending middle and high school in Seoul and rural area completed a structured questionnaire. The results
show that about 32% of the respondents are physically assaulted by their father and/or mother for the past
year.

A logistic analysis shows that adolescents are more likely to experience parental violence when their
parents have frequent marital conflicts and when parents use violence between themselves than the
adolescent whose parents have no frequent spousal conflict and no domestic violence. The results also show
that the age of adolescents and the changes in the level of academic achievement are significant predictors of
adolescents’ experience of parental violence. The probability of experiencing parental viclence was lowered
as age increased. When adolescent had a significant drop in school achievement, the probability of
experiencing parental violence increased. Based on these findings, research and policy implications to reduce
and prevent the family violence toward adolescents are discussed.
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