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<Abstract>

The relations of parental differential treatment perceived by children to their self-esteem were examined.
The subjects were 299 fifth- and sixth- grade elementary school children (162 boys and 137 girls) in Seoul.
The data were collected using two kinds of questionnaires on maternal and paternal differential treatment and
a child s self-esteem.

The major findings are as follows:

Firstborns received more differential matemal affection than secondbomns, and both boys and firstboms
received more differential matemal control than girls and secondbomns. Differential patermnal control varied as
a function of a child’ s sex and birth order, in which boys and firstborns received more differential paternal
control than girls and secondboms, but differential paternal affection did not vary.

Maternal differential treatments were related to self-esteem only in girls, indicating that the more
differential maternal affection they perceived, the higher self-esteem they had, and the more differential
matemal control they perceived, the lower self-esteem they had. Paternal differential treatments were not
related to self-esteem both for boys and girls. The study emphasizes the crucial role of mothers on their
daughters.
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Sibling Inventory of Differential Experience(SIDE) €]

¥ A k&3] %A T (Differential Parental Treatment

Scale)

1. Has been strict with us,

2. Has been proud of the things we have done.

3. Has enpyed doing things with us,

4, Has been sensitive to what we think and feel,

5. Has punished us for our misbehavior,

6. Has shown interest in the things we like to do.

7. Has blamed us for what another family member
did,

8. Has tended to favor one of us,

9, Has disciplined us,
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