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A Study on the Housing Life Situations of North Koreans and Their Housing
Behaviors Based on the Interview and Empirical Survey with Defectors
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{Abstract)

South and North Korean societies have been segregated during the past 50 years
with different socioeconomic conditions and ideologies resulting in disparate living
cultures, even though sharing the same traditional culture.

The purpose of this study was intended to examine the housing life situations of
North Koreans, their housing behaviors, and their perceptions of differences between
South and North Korean culture. The study was based on in-depth interviews and
an empirical survey with North Korean defectors. The interviews were conducted
with ten defectors and the empirical survey was done with 158 North Koreans who
escaped after 1990. This study revealed housing life situations such as housing type,
length of residence, housing layout, finishing materials, levels of housing facilities,
and the residential system. It also revealed housing dissatisfaction and housing
behaviors while they were living in North Korea, and attempted to discover the
defectors’ perceptions of the differences between their housing life in the South and

North.

The findings of this research will present a realistic and recent account of the
housing situation in North Korea. We hope that the result of this study will serve
to foster understanding between two Koreas.
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