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{Abstract)

Using survey data from 323 families headed by the unemployed, this study
investigated the characteristics of the current living status and their coping strategies
according to their job status(blue or white color). Descriptive statistics, t-test and chi-

square test were used to analyze the data.

The results revealed that families headed by the unemployed have been experiencing
economic hardship, hardship in housing and problems of family functioning as well
as decreased level of living. The effects of unemployment were various depending
upon the job type of head of the family. The family utilized several positive coping
strategies to reduce financial hardships of the family. Discussions and recommendations
for the future research and practical welfare policy implications for the families are

identified.
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