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Abstract

The objective of this study was to investigate the relationship between women's clothing westernization
and the economic development in Korea. The data were obtained for the Korean women's clothes and
analyzed by the linear regression method.

The results were as follows: First, western clothing style was adopted first for the street wear and
then for the casual home wear. Second, the per capita GNP as a proxy of the economic development was
shown to affect the westernization of Korean women's clothing significantly. The Korean traditional
clothing was disappeared as the per capita income went up.

These results support previous anthropological studies on the westernization and the economic
development following industrialization, Also, this quantitative study shows one way to prove Bell's
hypothesis and will be of use to the economists as well as the clothing researchers.
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