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Chemo-Mechanical Analysis of Bifunctional Linear DGEBA/
Linear Amine (DDM, DDS) Resin Casting Systems
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ABSTACT

To determine the effect of chemical structure of linear amine curing agents on thermal and mechanical
properties, standard epoxy resin DGEBA was cured with diaminodiphenyl methane (DDM), diamin-
odipheny! sulphone (DDS) in a stoichiometrically equivalent ratio. From this work, the effect of aromatic
amine curing agents on the thermal and mechanical properties is significantly influenced by the chemical
structure of curing agents. In contrast, the results show that the DGEBA/ DDS cure system having the sul-
fone structure between the benzene rings had higher values in the conversion of epoxide, density, shrink-
age (%), glass transition temperature, tensile modulus and strength, flexural modulus and strength than
the DGEBA/ DDM cure system having methylene structure between the benzene rings, whereas the
DGEBA/ DDM cure system presented higher values in the maximum exothermic temperature, thermal
expansion coefficient, and thermal stability. These results are caused by the relative effects of sulfone
group having strong electronegativity and methylene group having (+) repulsive property and stem from
the effect of the conversion ratio of epoxide group. The result of fractography shows that the each grain
size of the DDM/ DGEBA system with feather-like structure is larger than that of the DDS/ DGEBA sys-
tem.
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Fig. 1. Chemical structures of the epoxy and atomatic amine

curing agents. (a) skeleton structure; (b) calculated
structure obtained by HyperChem 5.0 software.
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Fig. 2. DSC thermograms of the fresh sample in the DGEBA/
aromatic amine systems
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Fig. 3. TGA thermograms of the DGEBA/ aromatic amine post-
cured systems
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Table 1. The physical properties of DGEBA/aromatic amine
post-cured systems.

ltem DDM DDS
(M.W.=198g/mol)|(M.W.=248g/mol)
Conversion(%) 92 94
Density(g/cm’) 1.182(1.139)" | 1.230(1.170)°
Shrinkage(%) 3.78 5.13
Thermal expansion
coefficient(um/m¢) 128 102
Glass transition 172 196
temperature(C)
Tensile modulus(GPa) 2.16 2.86
Tensile strength(MPa) 269 354
Flexural modulus(GPa) 2.49 3.81
Flexural strength(MPa) 95.8 129.8

** The density of liquid mixture
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Fig. 4. The fracture surface of resin castings obtained from flex-
ural test by optical microscopy (120) : (a) DGEBA/ DDM;
(b) DGEBA/ DDS post-cured systems.
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