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=Abstract=

Surgical Removal of Knoited Pulmonary Artery Catheter
-A case report-

Byoung-1t Kim, M.D. *, Hyuk Kim, MD. *, Sang-Tae Sohn, M.D. *,
Tae-Yeol Jeong, M.D. *, Won-Sang Chung, M.D. *, Young-Hak Kim, M.D. *,

Jeong-Ho Kang, MD.*,

Heng-Ok Jee, MD.*

The complications associated with the use of pulmonary artery catheter include dysrhy-
thmias, heart block, pulmonary artery rupture, pulmonary infarction, endocardial damage,
balloon rupture, arterial puncture, thromboembolism, air embolism, infection, pneumothorax,
and knotting of the catheter. Knotting of the catheter is a rare complication and it should be
anticipated if there is an excessive advancement of the pulmonary artery catheter beyond the

normally expected distance.

We report a successful surgical removal of knotted pulmonary artery catheter by sternotomy

and cardiopulmonary bypass.

(Korean J Thorac Cardiovasc Surg 1999;32:315-7)

1. Foreign body
2. Catheterization, Swan-Ganz
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