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Abstract
The purpose of this study was to examine the consumers’ acceptance of irradiated foods
according to sociodemographic characteristics and the factors to distinguish subjects with differential
levels of their willingness to buy them. Data were collected from the 365 women living in
Youngnam area by the self-administered questionnaire. The results from this study were as foliows.
First, consumers were concerned regarding food safety issues in general and particularly
preservatives. Second, many subjects had not heard of the irradiated foods and showed wait-and-
see attitude in the willingness to accept them. Consumers’ willingness to purchase them were
higher than any other cases if radiation would not remain in foods. Third, the results from the
discriminant analyses showed that the concern toward food safety, perceived innovativeness,
willingness to pay more for organic foods, and knowledge of irradiation were the factors to
distinguish groups with differential levels of willingness to purchase the irradiated foods. The results
from the study imply that accurate and scientific information about food irradiation should be given
to the consumers.
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