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Assessing knowledge level of cancer warning signs
in 2 rural Chungju population

Kunn-5ei Lee, Won—Jin Lee, Soung Hoon Chang
Department of Preventive Medicme, Coffege of Medicine, Ko Kule Urniversity
and Institure for Rural  Health

= ABSTRACT =

Purpose 1o assess knowledge lovels of cuncor warning signs, o descriptive study was conducted in
Chunggo rural area.

Materials and Methods @ We conducted a population-based study of men and women who were 30
years of age or older, living in a thiee myvens of Chungju naral area

Of 8026 residents n 3 Myens, 1148 adits(30 years of age or older) were completed structured
questionnare survey from July 21, 19897 to huly 26, 1007 7 concer waming signs wore vserd 1o assess
knowledge level of cancer warning signs,

Besults © Participants in this study were poorly informed about the cancer warning signs, and the
48 9% of partcipants claimed they had previously known the cancer waming signs. According Lo
tevel of knuwledpe, participants are divided by two groups. The high level group was 19324, and the
low 80.7%

in this sl univariate anaiysis, the lollowing vartables were significantly associated with knowledge
levels of cancer warning sings: age, sex, education, living with parter, annual ncome, smoking status,
hepatitis  vaccination, pereeived possibility of cancer, previous cancer-screering examinarions. In
raultiveriate logistic analvsis, we found three variables, sex, education level, previous pep-smear test,
are significantly assoclated with knowledge levels of cancer warning sings. The knowledee level was
higher among women, pecple with Righer education, and those who had previous pap smear
exarmination.

Conclusion © This sbudy demonstrales that cancetr warning signs are not comumon knowledge among
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the rural public. It also indicates the need for cancer education to improve knowledge in the rural
(BAI%, 1995).

public and to develop education programmes targeted especially at the old, men, and those who had

not cancer screening examination should be considered to plan.

KEY WORDS : cancer warning signs, knowledge levels, cancer
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