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The Historical Lesson of the Team 10's
Break Away from the CIAM

Lee, Hee—-Bong
(Professor, Chung-Ang University)

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to learn from a lesson of the historical fact, the Team 10's
break away from the CIAM, which is selected as the most important event in the whole 20th
century architecture by author as a historian. The CIAM, organized in 1928 by leading
European architects in order to propose new architecture in the industrial era, expanded to
the world, met almost annually with an idea of economic efficiency, new functional order, and
industrial production for thirty years. Young architects had conflicted with old established
group from 6th congress, and after 10th congress they met independently in 1959; the CIAM
was disappeared and the Team 10 was born.

Main issue of the break-away was human aspect. The Team 10 started from real man,
concept of ‘human contact’, ‘sense of community’, and ’'belonging’ instead of abstract
functional order. Although CIAM did not suggest inhumane architecture, their bioclogical
criteria with sunlight, air, sufficient site became physical determinism. Critique against the
Team 10, unsuccess for making humane architecture leads to underestimation like a
generational hegemony struggle. However, architect is not specialist of life but form.
Historical reevaluation for Team 10 should be that they are the first group to raise an
human issue in architecture. Success or not to solve the problem belongs to another domain.

After 1960, modern architecture was attacked from the common people, not clients but
'users’. Academic circle tried to solve the problem with behavioral approach through a clear
process, ‘design method’ and with phenomenological approach on real human experience.
However practice became reactionary tendency, to make form a little complex, they became
post-modern and deconstruction form. Failure of the Team 10’s form proved that a complex
form does not necessarily make a good life of people.

In the Korean historic situation of colony ruling, confusion of liberation, and the War, we
did not know the existence of both CIAM and Team 10. After 1970s’ economic development,
we have just copied Western form from Modermn via Post-Modern to Deconstruction. If we
make architecture people mattered, we should start from the basic, learning from the Team’s
break-away, instead of copying.
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