A4 E79 3} 233 2]
g F2ude) A5 A E P

The Effects of Sensation Seeking and Socialization on Risk
Taking Behavior among Adolescent Girls and Boys
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to examine the effects of sensation seeking and socialization on
the risk taking behavior of adolescents. The subjects were 460 3rd year high school adolescents
(272 boys and 188 girls) in Seoul, Korea. Data were collected through questionnaires, including the
Arnett Inventory of Sensation Seeking (1994) a socialization scale (mother’s parenting style, par-
ent’s open communication and relationship with friends), and a risk taking scale devised by the
researcher.

The results showed that both the degree of sensation seeking and the socialization process influ-
enced risk taking behaviors in both males and females. The effect of sensation seeking on risk tak-
ing behavior was mediated by the degree of communication with fathers for male but not for female
adolescents. For males, sensation seeking directly and indirectly influenced risk taking behaviors
through closeness with risk taking friends. For females, sensation seeking did not directly influence
risk taking behavior but had an indirect influence through closeness with risk taking friends. Impli-

cations were discussed in terms of sensation seeking and socialization.
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