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The Development of Young Children’s Constructive Play:
An Analysis of Block Play
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to analyze the quality of the constructive play of 3, 4 and 5
year-old children. The researchers used unit blocks as the instrument because they are the
most representative examples of constructive play materials. The subjects were 73 children en-
rolled in a half~day early childhood education program. The children’s block play was video-
taped 8 times, for a total of 330 minutes. The videotapes were transcribed and assessments
were made on the children’s 233 constructions in terms of the developmental stage of block
play, the variety of materials used, play duration, and play intensity. The data were analyzed
through two-way ANOVA to check age and sex differences.

The results showed that children’s developmental stages of block play were low on the
average and that girls did not show an active interest in block play. The results also implied
that block play developed by play experience rather than by age. Therefore, this study was in-
terpreted to highlight the importance of teachers’ understanding, planning, and mediation of

block play in order to induce high-quality constructive play.
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oottt EE $F L ¢ didche g By
ot ol2id ZAze MdE¥ A7 (Hislam, 1995;
Johnson et al, 1987; ZAJv], 1988; FHul&,
1992, AJAL) A= g} & “)F— Ut FAHEol
Haxo ol 437t AUdE & BAFE ol
g Azs aAPL dotg —9’45}04 AdsHA &
Eo] 37L& Fvstn hlldlE FHel 35.8.6}‘4‘“
He AAE Ogegd BEL 5 oY
AEE gob, dobrt BF 7t 4 A slof ¥
Folth. ojolrt e gHolg EFE HzdITE
Moore, Evertson, Brophye} As]& 1adicta

2
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(Johnson, 1987, &), ool & el M= 7o
Holg E5& AFste A o Uy Aol
T, goleo] A& Azt diE EAHolM dF
o we zo]7t AP AL o] (1990) ]
T2 th8 Aot} Eole] A WP F 8t
el FARAM PF A Ao met Frts
Ao dFd Iy & dFAME ¥
Apelz} gle Ao g vehded, oA A B
Fgo| ¥ dAld v 2 A7 Zos} up
7hA 2 AT obFEe] Abdel fFUE BE

orr

g AARET ATk

2 AFolA Hold Az T 7 AHEE B
£ Aot FF 47 M HUE 54 Fory
do] 7t 7 AL molE A&3ldcke A
ojth, o]HL BEEEold g AY AT F HH
g EES Y ES v& T H3E 2
87] 94 avlEE Alte] 7] W&ol et
v ZAoE Bl uekd FAEele] Fg
Zhbedl SiolAM oloh 22 AgAZHE o FA
FAE 2ol T F3 A7 H/AHE HAF
th &b M AHAE o|Fd HilAAE
Ztzte] YFEol vkt UHEA A#Eo AUe
g HYshe BFe] AL BAolgtn 47
St} (Tizard et al., 1976; o|23], 1996). A&
4 BHE AEde Aded A8 AR F
ofojstA Azt AE FEE 7 Ue 7IE
o] 5jnj Folo] F& vi® HES N + AUs

22ka AlgE)

2 AdFe A9d77t vuPex g7t 7
dEole] Zol U FEH d7E A=dned
ojo)lg Foloh vt Ardide & A 71
o] o}FERE AT AFoue FAFEE AU U

onf, P4Eolg 27| % e AUE B
B0z BYAA BELTHE Aol Utk ©
A FFolE 270 ol JlBoA 3, 4, 54
obFel Eolg BHsk Fo YuEt Axw
AFE s Aol Wasd, AT It e
T4 BOIREE ATETR AgHE Aol 74
Fold UE A4E F o AAFL Py Y
A Alahs deol @ Folch.

EP 2 ATM AHHY BEmo] ¥ 9
A7b w3, SHET 4407t o 2o wAlE 1

A 7L #3] UEke] folselAiM dutHoz

A s WYX, 22T 24 Aol oirl
A2 Hole 70 Wasin. @ olfe
sl ¥+ Qs RS ZRAY @Ae) FH7H

7] e AtgEEd, 2¥0E FFA=
E5zo] wEdA B FAHEold & FolV
A% AL FA HEE A7l & Aol ¥A
MO dFARTl dEolvt SEold o
&£ Similasky 59| o] &8 ntgto2 FHFH<
TP A e ¥, FAdEeld] A¢
dAoltt. webx o FA 3
olz stdqd FAEolZd HE E2ld
FujE 3 ForM FolAE F7HA71a, o
FE AagE AHESH e, ZEUD(inten-
sive), 254 Ae wol7t HEF & F UeA

£ ¥ele AFE0l Yasolopr.

= 28X &3

FaFEd

w3 51(1989). frote] BEEol 447 A8H
BEatel BA. olstelzhm HARES)

o
il

L22(1994). el #37 ol WE frobe]
ArE E gl #g A7, olgexiigt
2habere] =8
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