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Children’s Distributive Justice Reasoning:The Impact of
Developmental and Contextual Factors
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ABSTRACT

The present study was designed to assess the effect of relationship on children’s distributive
justice reasoning. 259 kindergarten, second-grade, and fifth-grade children were asked to
allocate 9,000 Won to 3 characters under three different relationship conditions (strangers,
peers, and siblings), provide rationales for those allocations, and rate the fairness of 4 differ-
ent patterns of allocation.

Older children were sensitive to relationship information such as allocation of more money to
productive rather than to needy or older strangers, more to needy friends than to productive or
older friends, and more to older than to a productive sibling. However, young children relied
on only one principle, equality, across the relationship conditions. Kindergartners viewed
allocations based on age entitlement as fairer than older children did, whereas both groups of
older children rewarded Individuals based on equality in stranger, equality and need in peer,

and equality and equity In sibling relationships.
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54 1.96 (1.05) 2.83 (1.12) 2.63 ( .81)
8 & 4 2.52 (1.03) 2.53 (1.02) 2.88 ( .83)
=z} ] Al 2.52 (1.07) 2.20 (1.07) 1.81 (1.00)
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