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Current Status and Trends in Library and Information Services in USA
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ABSTRACT

This article examines the current status and future trends in library and information services in USA,
with particular emphasis on the library automation system, library cooperation, Internet and
information services, activities of information services organizations. Client/server computing and integrated
Web-based technology make it possible for libraries to build a new generation of automated library systems,
and digital libraries project is the highest priority. As a cooperative effort among libraries, they formed
consortia such as ARL/AAU on the national level, and CIC on the regional level, and GALILEOQ, LLN,
OhioLink, TexShare, VIVA, ILLINET on the state level information netwok. The Internet and the World
Wide Web have a huge impact, so American libraries are developing new skills to provide value-added
information services using Internet resources, Lastly, recent information activities of the LC, NAL, NLM,
ERIC, NTIS are described.
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