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Human Sensitivity Responses to Vibrotactile Stimulation on the
Hand : Measurement of Absolute Thresholds
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ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to investigate human operator's perceptual and psychophysical
responses to vibrotactile stimulation on various parts of the hand. Using a small vibrotactile display,
five different loci of the hand along with two other mechanical parameters consisting vibrotactile
stimulations, which are vibration frequency and number of active contactors, were examined for the
effects on absolute thresholds. All test variables were found to have significant effects on thresholds. It
was observed that absolute threshold is a function of vibration frequency and number of active
contactors. Tactile sensitivity was the greatest at the vibration frequency of 240 Hz, and the fingertip
was found to be the most sensitive locus on the hand. The area of stimulation on the hand was also
found to be significant in that the sensitivity increased with the number of active contactors. The
results of the study generally supported those of other previous studies. It should also be noted,
however, that the conclusions from the study should be limited to the absolute sensitivity, not to the
suprathreshold intensities of normal everyday contact with the hands.
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2zt o) AEHE FHI= A9 wokg
A, &4, A, *E 5ol . 2oz HY
He AFL F2 gt E39 & g9s &
A2AA iz dof] Avle gl o8 veht
=, o]2REH HEFo g o|RoAw FZIH A=
& FHGE e 159 YEHE TEE £ Yok
ABA ZFol A FAA =& AHEsld &
o8 AFHe AY Fr FAL o]F7 94
Mz, AN, AF9EE %k A= 7IAE &
Uparameter)o] ¥ Ztzbo] ofH F¥E WA
A, R, AEe AA B9 F o= REE oy
g A7I2 AFsol shex|, 2=]3 AR, A4Fe]
2¥(pain)e] H= o] otYAES WA w9
of gt} ol§ 9l Ezte) 7S s
Kol ZHtr8713cutaneous receptors)EFH 1
B9 AFol B3 Wh-g AAHeE G R
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A7te] Zztel g ZAphHoRE FAELE
(psychophysics)®lghs, o] #3F wke-L 24
A goz A Ale we] F2 AME

o] Hog Ee|HQl Al tigk Q7ke) Nkg- ¥
A)(thresholds), IND (just-noticeable-differences),
223 F93 7bE93A (perceived subjective
equality) & FFSI3 SJY & Uk
TEHor  AFEDA(vibrotactile displays))
BHA]] AH-S AdMe 7279 A7l elM
o] FE AFE Q17te] HEYS) el =4
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§ A& 8psychophysics) W] HE- F-&
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AANER ] wR Po] XS 248718 3
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(Wilska, 1954), AIH8 8491 2Fe Furest
FH 821l AF HEY WA we} g}
Wik AeZ ¥tk Verrillo, 1963). Verrillo
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(absolute sensitivity)o] ®]Xe d%e AT
H, 52249 332e] HEWAo] 0.02cm® o]
A A9 oMY wizkeE 250 Hz BTAA A
d Wz UA el F48 aeEn #iide
AL WK Verrillo, 1963, 1968). Yylzos
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100Hz ©J3h} 600Hz olde] %ol disixe
248l w3t} Optaconst T2 AlZAlQlE
g 5AH B2AAL Ago] BF 230 Hezoll &
Fold e o7t ¥z o] wio]tkBliss et
al, 1970). 22 Hj8e}e] HEWA o] 0.02cm’
B} o9 AFFaee] g3k glojzitt ol
g RFTarel HEUHC 9 dX) wh3ol
24 Jehde #AE duplex mechanismolgt
3 FHVerllo, 1963). ©] Wolx AF4 £33
Aol g 99X w2 AA F-9(Sherrick
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He JEE UFe dY7EY AR &
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ek &, AEel dig &9 Z Yo w2 w7
v A5E447F 48 A7teld hand master
controllerg AHE-8l AL An =Y wol
AFY F=E FEF Yo wet A>3 2>y
Y3 ARE ATE = UA 3= FHelA S
Z33ltk

£ AT olHd ANt EAHE FolA Ae
A& T Sl 7IAA 8%, 2 FAME E
3] AFFa9 2%ehe contactor?] &R} &
olxel @R RA%e] ofd IS nA=AE
FAE Aot € dPlde BAEEE
(psychophysics) W& ARSEld &9 UATE
23%9cd, 1 AFEc ¥ ¥X|(threshold)
7F ARESIEE B |78 BN sl g &

7t A7 TRe) WY 5 A AP KA
2 A=)4 gk o] ANY Ao gk
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2.1. HA4gA

B dqe A7l fdgahs o 3L 4A
&9 el BA7E Q9 Ade) gle ¥ o
g4 gHE der 9} HdgAEe BT
A#L 236 AFon, ALHY Aol Qi 4
Yol Frheien, FAA W Ao Fo
Ak

22. Ay A

£ del e 35244 v3 ORBITEC
Inc.7b A A8 2dY OTCGelt) o F
ZZH= oAl 7he] 22 XF contactorZ o]
oA 9len A7 71E Tmm, A2 1emdl &
Arztgels, z+ A% contactor?] A2 1mmo]
ot oAl 7Y AF contactors= XA HelZ Hl
d¥ew, Z+ contactorE WE ZAY F U
& A=A 4249 contactor’} HAUE AFE
7% 8micrond] FFZEe] AL AFEZ
A 12 volts] power supply® AFHR oW, 2
9] Y3 399 4ol =T PCl 93 FA
=,

23 Adws

2 A% SHEsEA ARRE 4gagle 7
T3 AT contactor?] I3 $6X9)
A §90e A Zixelr} AFFapE 24, 48,
120, 240, 400 183 640 Hz9] 6-F0] SYH e
Z I o] FFEEL B 4y A8 A
FEAAZL 7ARNLE Y AFE HAANE
F e "R 24 HzoF 800 Hz) Fah Alolel
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Dp (palmar side of 2nd distal phalanx)

Pp (palmar side of 2nd proximal phalanx)

Hm (palmar side of 2nd metacarpal head)

He (hypothenar eminence)

Te (thenar eminence)

ag 1.
Mol At2H

20| X3 59

M 2A0HzE FHoZ Jog 2AYAANN U
HHeg Wl FASE dagly] wEolh
240 Hzo) Fujpis 17)9) @78 98 oln] )
7re] m¥o) 4 Nzg FHrE YEAeER
2o HeA ooz HAETKVerrilo,
1963, 1968). A= WAL AAAT 4% A%
contactor®] FAR 109 5709] F FEo] AR
itk vhREtez &M A EHEE HA
9] £712 FHpalmar side of 2nd distal phalanx,
o|3} DpE E7)), #A] AR vlt] (palmar side
of 2nd proximal phalanx, ©3} PpE ®7), AA
ulg olgfe] &gt ¥R (palmar side of head
of 2nd metacarpal, ©13} Hme2 7)), a2z
&ujehe] YR 2§ F(thenar eminence, ©
8 Tez 7)), &nige] A& I8 RBE
(hypothenar eminence, °1% He& ®7|) & 5
A9 & B97F AAF el Hdk ARG
& A9t ol AXETIEe] TE &7l ¥
8 718 Rz gk ohlel £viEe)Ae] 2zt
TEAe] F¥rt BE &7l=elA vissA vE
va glem BdS Folew T dolM o
gt A 1 A, TR ARRE7] wEol
v}k 2oAe] A= Bele 28 14 uERgich
o] Al 7R EYwise] 9Jsld BF 60719 A

Z70] 4PEAt 48 gARleE RE HAER
Qo] FdAPAE EFA WY RisE
repeated measure®] AFPHE AMEEIG o 4
PZ1E°] AAEE randomization £AE AF
#9547} 81t9) randomized blocke] Hi 1
A WEEe] 1 M Y4BT SAVEAE 2
H& balanced incomplete block design®] #ej
Z o]FoiFlc} ¥hEHa~= contactor’t 5T W
HEE AF3 R 31T HhDE(peak-to-
peak displacement) 2.2 &}om, ol9 @9E
micron (10° m)e]ch

24 AEAR

AN Ed 8 (psychometric function)d &%
93k 142 (constant stimuli) WHo] AHEE
Aer 2 Agzdriet o FFE(1 micron)?]
05 %% 40% AlololA A 7HHL2 ol
8 FEY AFEo] AFod HAHJY & #5
o] AFEe disiHc 1089 FAo] o|FofF L
o, Zt £ 5L 499 AR FolFth
Zp goitt 108e] SA40N BHARAT A5E
=7 AeE whgd g7t BEEA FAHA A
AET 8] Ao AHSET

N Adel AYsE U HFH vk
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A54) 22 A2 o £9) Ad) YAE WS 5

2o Hid AFEZAAE F 1.5 Newton(HA
1.38NeA H3r 1.84N)9 3oz o)A T+E2x
Ae FEHE FAEECE o) P& vjeAE FY
A &g TEY 4 oA, HAEAY
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NAFAL o2 a1 e e APA)
s A% IHATE A2 12 e AFL
2 olRojzon, 4P 2E8¢9 Y AA)
PAZ AFEAAE & A2 A580] U 5
2 Foll AFE =ZAeAY ¥ sl “yes"st
“no"2 iEsldrt AZo] FojAe A widt
Hdg8Ae] 7|E HisE] el AAY =}
T AELo] & F 52 ool Yeje) Azt
YRS siglon, Dagate] ¥keo] Fu 5
2 Fo) o A3 g FHE gEle AES
& EES d9n) e 48208 A
T session® PR FAlE T 8039 2
(trials) 0.8 o]Foizon), 40Me) 24 o] z}

T899 2Z3EL Yl 187k Falo] Fof
A1, TpA] 4099] FHE vpA)Al HY,  session
o] R AU} 222 FHE
oldol glvky WEW Axg A¥E FUAE
F glon, o] A4 HolHe 2F FAHL 5
Fo] Fa Fol| i d¥zA9 ALHE A
ZRHAUL 7 session Alele] AlZ AL 2
olgict. ¥¥=xAY A £Me #MY At
A48 A FA=+E balanced incomplete blockell
9J%} randomization ¥4}& AHEslIglon, WA
AeoA wrEo} Az} tE HRe F
A4 stk

3.d 1

Z AR 2N 239 G484 479 Az
2 PANE e (psychometric function)E T
g, I ghel 50 %/t He AFEe= i
AAE At ols HAPA; 8We] z 43
20N 9] Aze I HFgel E 19 A
s glon, o] A5 FAA A4 A¥z ¢

E 1 2 NEZ20IM B8 (SRl micon: BE o2 EE HAD
A$Fss | 24Hz | 48Hz | 100H; | 240H: | 400Hz | 640HZ
CoMACOrT LA | sk | 1h | b | b | 5 | b | S | b | 5 | b | 5
A= 59
5 19| 14 |17 14| 4| 0|14 ] 1] 15| 12| 19 10
b (06) | (04) | (05)| (00 | C04) | (03) | (04) | (02) | (03) | (02 | CO7) | 03)
o 20| 19 | 24| 16| 20 | 13| 5| 12 | 16 | 13 | 19 | 14
p (05) | (05) | 06| 03) | (05) | Con) | Co3) | (022 | (03) | o2 | Cod) | (o2
o 0| 24|20 24| 2| 14| 3|37 14216
(10) | (08) | (08) | 05) | C08) | Coo) | (o) | (03) | (03) | C02) | C04) | (o)
N 2| 18|20 | 18| 2| 15| 14| 8|17 |13 6] 14
(05)| (05) | (06| (03 | C05) | Com) | (o) | (02) | (0a) | Cod | (03) | (03)
" 25| 19 | 22| 18| 18| 15| 14| 11 | 5] 14| 17 | 14
(03) | (03) | (05| (03) | C04) | Coo) | (03) | (02) | (03) | 022 | Co4) | C0B)
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E 2 U5 Hxlof Cist SAEME

SS|df [MS| F p<
Subjects 0.08 01| 220 .080+
AFFaT (F) | 114 228 4560 | 001+
A EA 0L | 43 108 2150 .001%x
(%?C"“m‘ﬁ 49) 1] 4% 10426 | 001ex
FxL 26| 20| 013| 277 .001%x
FxC 03 006  1.20].150
LxC 05| 4] .03 2771 .080
FXLxC 04| 20] 002 043].50
Error 1.96] 413 006
Total 4481 4719

& BHEARE R 2% 2o

31 AFFAs

AFFH7l g QAo v Ede A9
8 Ao VEITHF = 4560, p <0.001). ¥+ o
Z)(threshold)x= EE Z20M AF 240 HzolA]
7 @ £ B B71AQ t-teste 4
Hz$} 48 Hz(p>0.2), 22)a 400 Hz9} 640 Hz(p >
0.15) AllE ALy e ZE Filg Aleld)
A fefEiA JeRgd A%Fage] o vk
9x)9) Wl 29 29 vieht glck

—e—1 tactor
-0 5 tactors

e

10 100
HEF04 (Hz)

a8 2. T ME g Hxle| Wil

0.4 ¢

HZ (micron)
o o
[4%] [#%]

|3
—
T

1000

0.4
e —&-Pp
E 0.2 ——Hm
;I: —=>—Te
X! 0.1 ——He
0 . ; L
10 100 1000

HEFI4 (Hz)
a7 3. X5 felof W kg Hxle| Hst

AFFEret AFHUNY FeAee Fod
Aog el REgFag X AF5-9, F=277,
p<0001, 2% 3). ol &7k R9jo) gl
240 Hzo AFFappare gyl w3 dx)7}
Hlgd w2 2oz FAHFo 1 o]99
Fakp, 53] AFage] gEdxe &7 at
= 799 4E WA mE} v 9X7F o2
Vehe RS otk F7] &viete] ERE
(DpolA &48 Ixe AsFaee] #sjd v
3 wlnd S WIE HoFEA 240 HzolA
HA2g BAFAL. 28 o2 %9, 53] A
2] w2 ofefe] &upgt ERE(Hm)NAMY 9Ae=
AFFopre] W] g 9x)9] whgo] g 4
3E Holn e 240HzY AFFadMe
AA &71Ete] ERE0pelM E49 dAox
Fog zol7k fivlont, 24 Hz¢k 48 HzollME
0.1micron ©)49] 2§ zo)(24HzollA t=
740, p<001; 48HzolH t=7.38 p<001)E B
olx Yo ¢ & 3tk

AEFrol AF contactor 9] A AR
g W8 JXE fedtly & ¢ gAtHp >
0.15). ol= 2% contactor 2 VER}E HEW
o] A3} RE AFFIT HAANM TS
R 9k
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32. el Ao A

A= 9471 vhg dRof uAe 29T fels)
ArKF =2150, p<0001). Z+ AF H97te
t-test& FF vlm 24E Fio &dA AR
g RS A &g EFEDp), 49
fingertipC 8 ¥2& Foa Jehtow 714 &
2% FEL A4 9 Sujd #EEHmY AL
2 Geidth a8y Ende) e oE R9E
Atol(&ulete] ARAE ZH FE(Te)dt <&ujete
2AZ ZF FE(He)ole w8 HAol dis) &
ojgt AlolE WA 4 Yt E\: A RAe
ZFuprel A%F contactorel e AN UA &
B9 W& JEilen B3] 240 Hz 3ol
dejre ¥he A7} w5 vkl 2129 B9
7b obF¥l AlolE JER|A] 3kth 3 QoA
Analzol 244 &7t $5EDp)e Faigf

E dX]9] w3y} vlag %”}6}93,9-4, T4
32U 34X W Sl BYEENE AEFTE
of M}E X9 Aloj7t Atk A= el it
NEe 29 34 el Qlek

3.3. A% contactor®]

2% contactor®] o 23t whS- IRz £
Hog foJft RoZ PERRITHF = 10426, p<
0001). ¥ contactord v H4dHez AF
Aol AgEE B4E vepdth AF contactor
7} 3 AR} 2% contactorZF 5719 A%
WS- dA= i 0.06 microneltt ¥A S EY
). o3 A% contactord) ol wWE Gx)9] 3}
ole Farl 240HzE W 7 A%, AFEm
491 24Hz8 48 Hzd ol Alol7} 74 ou
I 5ol {9 Axey oo o
(F=120, p>015). &3 £7% Fol &3
AA 4 &l ERE(Hm)F 229 AR mir)
(Pp)ollXe= A% contactord] 7ol W& ¥x A

0.4 M1 tactor
. 05 tactors
0.3
I
o
G
0.2
W
-4}
0.1
0.0 i :
Bp Pp Hm Te He
Ap 5l
I8 4. XS 29 FE contactorel ol whE

Bk ofxle] 3}

o7} thE Rfjske A Waks AoE uehkt
t}. 2% contactord) 47} 9o vlA= Gake
29 29} 39 49 el dek

4 B9 ¥ YE

£ A7E Bl Eoxe] zFe] g UiE
7} ojmd Wgeo) o ¥ BeAE FHFH
Z Hote & Jgitk olg WsE FolA AF
o] Fukpe} 25 WA gl A A4S R
ol #3 Foe E AL 5l A3 ¥
AoH, AL A G s FRATe
Zolich & Aol HAY 4780 UEA|
G &9 oS ARAEQ o8 FEe A3
URET}l AEe Fured A5 WA gl of
wA HakeAE SASch

QIS &AM FR7L A Rz DSl
' AT FEuAont &MY 9o #AN)
o] 240Hz AFehz Apde] SN ol
Verrillo(1963)7 QAl&7tet o] fnjed RR (2
ATe Te F9)ol i) whg AXE "3"@3}9\9\'}‘
HA A7olA BER AFE FETE Ao
¥, Bolanowski et al.(1988)¢] Four-Channel
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ModelellX ] 74 2H2}4=&-A(Pacinian corpuscle,
Meissner corpuscle, Ruffini cylinders, and
Merkel disks)% Pacinian corpuscles®] g
ek 93 s dRske dmeld E3)
100 Hz wgte] AFaige] A7 &K o §
23 Zleg Jehd, ojy§t Fope] FoRE
ol y AUst £44Ke] Hgo] HAHA &
5 ¢ & Uk & TN 9 &9 BYF
A Verrillo(1963)9] ATAM} 2 Te ¥4
Bok ohlel, AXA&rIEY] RAER Vermillod
A} AL jhS-S KR 7HEE o)Hd R$)7)
5% Pacinian corpuscle®] Zo] #XHo Q&
BRol7] Mgl RAew FYHd &3] AAL7)
g &MEE FAMZ M RIZE FEon,
E7WEe) 27 AR RAT BE fARHA &
EHo] lopz A7 [P FHHd Aes
Atg g dA2 AAE7HEE teleroboticse 7}
AAH A2Eln e g-8-FoolA gripperd] A
&9 7P F83A AMgse FRolng, A&
7iete} whgo] MAle Aie U &R o
& & 9uE AYR o & 5 Qlrk

£ dpdie 1 B ZAEAR g3 &9
o HejMe] 25 Aol uig NAEE 74
Aoz wlw, AUtk wo 997t gk &
Zte] ZA4-8-A%9 344l Pacinian corpuscles
o] 7V ®Wol £x¥ A &7 F(Dp)e] &9
og] B9 FolA 7F8 WA, 98 A
&) MR} ZEE HA &7 ol e £
FEHm)o] 7H E481Ach ol:d Ade &
oAM9] newron FXEo| w STl digt I
Azel dxsa Ak Vallbo and Johansson,
1978). Z&fu}, olfdt AR AFHY Aol 7
T% Aole 1 AFo] 240HzQ ASelE 2 &
o7} AR FAENUSE ¥ F A =F, W
T BYYSE JAsFaed g dx)g Wy}

Zo] Agtom, 7B F34% 871 A & 95
o] HIE-S Uehlie F ¥4 AEEo] §
A=t oy EzZtolghe AAVIHS B8 A}
@] &o] ARE ALHTA & Aol A3l
of & A% 1 Fu47h 240 Her} 71 B4
olgfe HES AFNATT e Holck A
ZojAEe] BA &g BRES AR 23
£ B=3 7179 Optacong] JFEHZ0] 230Hz
o] FupE FFAE AFHA s AL &7
ol AAF Aozt FEAS F UKBliss
et al, 1970).

Contactor®] A2 YERd A5 W9 &¥=
AF AHol YeHE QA e olE
% A7} contactor®] $79HE ZshA AgE
AoR #Mgct old A5 WY &I I
240Hz9 AFolMe Fo8 TF JehiAe &

o g EFIrAA contactord] 4= 10
8} 5708) H3A] Afelof] el W Aolrt U™
e oe @I ol Verrillo(1963)9)
Aoy HEAHo| YAF A7)(002cm’) ol
Y 7AF 4 HE: AT g THo] BF
NG Ad= gz Zojrt Uk ol Ao
= & A8 1789 contactor7t FEBIS A
$- mRo] oigk AZWHo] 0008 cm’ 0], 574
contactorg°] BF A5E 739 AF9 W30
004 cm® AA Verrillod] d7sbe @ HEA3
7o ztol7} 317) wjEel vERt Ro& Bk

2 drddMe JAR-FAe] Walgo] 259
ARk ofel d} o] meEpME Gl
HAHAY &, A=e] HAo] HopxHA oa}A
£7+& AS3ke wde duder £ XE
sk ZAe} vgdlche RS ¢ = ok o
FA Hy 599 U7yl darks ARle g2
A5 A= & AR dAsA A3l $44)
i i L = ] d v R =
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AEA &4 AFel A Eo A UR= W 9

Asjofop ghthe AMES JERIth ol Slslo
2+ BYEE AFo] FUsA A= A% o
g Avt 2] Bk opz} 1 olde] Al7le of
Mz B7Eofol & "av) Qlvh &ErbEeliME
fingertipolg} Bl € FEo] 7H 973k
=8, ol Pacinian corpuscleEe] £718He] #
PR AiHeE Fol EEHo] LS 1Y
wojl t}e &7IEIME H)Sg Wh-E B Ao
2 F34do

AEA NLEE B telerobotic system©llA
9] exoskeleton HElS] master controller\t 71
4 Al2HdMe] control gloveE: &70Z |
ol art g3 UFHT ULE A7 A
5494 F2o] AFshs 4R9 muo] ofd
Azl AFFQ A ji=A] Hady] WE
otk o& 5o, robotic gripper® E7-& Hoj=
T A5l o1& ZFshc controllery] AA¢ A
A&7t BARe] HEARIL AEHA f4x
Aol ot Arglo] AdHiH, EUE A
U A 2 1S FA 5ol §49 FEE 3t
EAFA "k BT HEo| digt ARE 9
At A 559 34 A5E & JlReR
A 23 AL # vk ol Afd 7 F
sz £ e BE ¥ =
UERd AR = force reflectione] ¥AAg o
F A¥A7)7] 98 g e Rur 3o F
A$EE olg gAAREA A% AVIE §o
2 vehde wo] AR 4 gtk # AFelM
AR AT 2 38 e e Ul
Bol g AERle] ofz} tf WolrtA R
HEshe AFe Bgont A9 Hejo) #F
RE Agd & ke Aol itk A5 e
2 Z439 ARE &9 4 2o Ausa z
A2PA Adske PHE ofFe wi¢ Exdsin
olgAgt, o2t ofel-g SH3}r ZYI Y

08 7 AHE &of JAGY 4% Uhd, Y
#% AR Adw viEo] Hoh @A Jn &
239 &4A (tactile displays)e] $-%°] 7F5E
AoZ AlmdE T8 AgFHoR o7he AMRSL
of ARE AGLE F fe PAUES AT F
AAAY 7o) Ao JAME FHE W
£33 AT FLrPeld. £4E LY
A AlA9) F9x tE gk g s
Woke A =3 209 AdiA] o] 8 5 3
ouZ Ukt deje 8o I &
ATk,

B dpdie A%4 4 A5E 7 o
& 8 WFEY U uee AYsEN ol
g ol AHFe AlRHduration) 3 88| F
oJAe AlZHrecovery time) (Hahn, 1966), 8%
Aol 7lsiAe 3, HFo] FHOE o|FoiAT
A3 5L 5 5 ded, AR FH4S AHB3lY
4L FHole 382 HFMe oluE ¥rE
T wheA] psoiop ol g, Bt 4830
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