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Change in Species Composition of Fish in Chonsu Bay
3. Pelagic Fish

Tae Won LEE
Department of Oceanography, Chungnam National University, Taejon 305-764, Korea

Seasonal variation in species composition and abundance of pelagic fish in Chonsu Bay were determined by
analyzing monthly samples collected using a set net from March, 1992 to January, 1993. The data in this study
were compared with those of 1981~82. Of 63 species identified, Engraulis japonicus, Ammodytes personatus,
Enedrias fangi and Sardinella zunasi predominated in abundance. Especially E. japonicus occupied 87% of total
number of individuals. In spring, fish abundance increased by recruitment of larval E. fangi as well as adults of
E. japonicus, A. personatus and S. zunasi. These adults moved towards the open sea after spawning in early
summer. A large number of juveniles was then collected from August until December. The seasonal change in
species composition from the present study showed a similar trend to that occurred in 1981~82. However, larger
number of pelagic fish was caught in 1992~93 than in 1981~82. This result seems to be related to the higher
water temperature (>2C) than the average mean temperature in spring and autumn, implying that higher

temperature provides favorable conditions for spawning and growth of the fish.

Key words: shallow water fish, species composition, abundance, Chonsu Bay
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Fig. 1. Map showing the sampling sites (solid circle).
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Fig. 2. Monthly variations in temperature, number of
species, number of individuals (‘8182Total’
and ‘9293Total’) and biomass of fish collec-
ted by a set net during the sampling periods
of 1981-82 and 1992-93. Dashed lines in the
number of individuals (‘8182E’ and ‘9293
E’) represent the data excluding the anchovy
(Engraulis japonicus).
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Fig. 3. Monthly variation in the number of indivi-
duals (log-transformed) of the major fishes
collected by a set net from March 1992 to
January 1993.
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Table 1. Comparison of relative number of individuals and number of occurrence (n) of the fish collected by a
set net between two sampling periods of 1992~93 and 1982~83 in Chonsu Bay

1992~93 1981~82
Species Total Excluding Total Excluding a
anchovy anchovy

Engraulis japonicus 86.653 8 31.040 6
Ammodytes personatus 4287 31.884 5 4270 6.192 4
Enedrias fangi 4259 31673 7 34.143 49511 5
Sardinella zunasi 2357 17529 8 19.448 28202 7
Konosirus punctatus 0.825 6.134 10 3.203 4.645 7
Plecoglossus altivelis 0495 3679 2 0.010 0014 1
Thrissa koreana 0.340 2529 9 5842 8472 7
Sphyraena pinguis 0.157 1.165 3 0.004 0.005 3
Hemiramphus sajori 0.139 1.033 7 0221 0321 5
Syngnathus schlegeli 0.079 0.586 8 0311 0451 5
Pampus argenteus 0.047 0352 5 0.004 0.005 3
Trichiurus lepturus 0.037 0275 8 0.004 0.005 3
Johnius belengerii 0.028 0211 3 0.009 0.012 2
Apogon lineatus 0.020 0.146 5 0.034 0.050 3
Repomucenus lunatus 0.012 0.093 4 0.044 0.064 4
Zoarces gillii 0.010 0071 7 0.004 0.005 3
Scomberomorus niphonius 0.008 0.061 4 0.026 0.037 5
Conger myriaster 0.008 0.060 5 0.984 1427 3
Acentrigobius pflaumi 0.007 0.050 4 0.002 0.004 2
Favonigobius gymnauchen 0.006 0.043 3 0.002 0.004 2
Tridentiger trigonocephalus 0.003 0.023 2 0.001 0.002 1
Raja kenojei 0.002 0015 3 0.004 0.005 3
Hexagrammos otakii 0.002 0011 1 0.026 0.037 2
Sillago japonica 0.001 0.011 2 0.017 0.025 1
Cryptocentrus filifer 0.001 0011 3 0.001 0.002 1
Collichthys lucidus 0.001 0.008 3 0.002 0.004 2
Leateolabrax japonicus 0.001 0.008 2 0.007 0.011 2
Platycephalus indicus 0.001 0.007 6 0039 0.057 3
Argyrosomus argentatus 0.001 0.004 2 0.039 0.057 5
Zebrias zebra 0.001 0.004 2 0.032 0.046 2
Cynoglossus joyneri 0.000 0.003 3 0.002 0.004 2
Hapalogenys mucronatus 0.000 0.003 1 0.009 0.012 1
Coilia ectenes 0.000 0.002 1 0.012 0.018 3
Cololabis saira 0.000 0.002 1 0.001 0.002 1
Inimicus japonicus 0.000 0.002 1 0.005 0.007 3
Acanthopagrus schlegelii 0.000 0.001 2 0.001 0.002 1
Pleuronichthys cornutus 0.000 0.001 1 0.001 0.002 1
Tylosurus melanotus 0.000 0.001 1 0.001 0.002 1
Thamnaconus modestus 0.000 0.002 3 0.015 0.021 4
Leignathus nuchalis 0.130 0.967 5
Sebastes inermis 0.025 0.183 4
Psecudosciaena polyactis 0.020 0.149 3
Takifugu pardalis 0011 0.081 3
Takifugu rubripes 0.006 0.045 5
Stephanolepis cirrhifer 0.004 0.033 1
Takifugu nipobles 0.003 0.024 4
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1992~93 1981~82
Species Excludin Excludin,
P Total anchovyg Total anchovyg

Chaeturichthys sciistius 0.003 0.020 1

Hypoptychus dybowskii 0.003 0.019 1

Hyporhamphus intermedius 0.002 0.015 2

Liparis tessellatus 0.001 0.005 3

Mugil cephalus 0.001 0.005 2

Hemitripterus villosus 0.000 0.003 2

Liobagrus mediadiposalis 0.000 0.003 {

Kareius bicoloratus 0.000 0.003 3

Limanda yokohamae 0.000 0.002 2

Acanthogobius hasta 0.000 0.002 2

Lophiomus setigerus 0.000 0.002 2

Pseudorhombus cinnamoneus 0.000 0.001 1

Limanda herzensteini 0.000 0.001 1

Prognichthys agoo 0.000 0.001 1

Sardinops melanosticta 0.000 0.001 1

Liparias tanakai 0.000 0.001 1

Coilia nasus 0.000 0.000 1

Setipinna taty 0.093 0.135 3
Trachurus japonicus 0.032 0.046 1
Takiugu spp. 0.009 0.012 7
Thrissa mystax 0.005 0.007 1
Hippocampus coronatus 0.005 0.007 1
Ambly stigmatias 0.004 0.005 3
Sebastes schlegeli 0.004 0.005 3
Pseudosciaena crocea 0.004 0.005 2
Ambly hexanema 0.004 0.005 3
Saurida undosquamis 0.002 0.004 2
Gobiid spp. 0.002 0.004 2
Oplegnathus fasciatus 0.002 0.004 2
Tridentiger barbatus 0.002 0.004 2
Liza carinata 0.001 0.002 1
Ilisha elongata 0.001 0.002 1
Dasyatis akajei 0.001 0.002 1
Nibea albiflora 0.001 0.002 1
Collichtys niveatus 0.001 0.002 1
Aboma tsushime 0.001 0.002 2
Triakis scyllia 0.001 0.002 1
Seriola lalandi 0.001 0.002 1
Liparis spp. 0.001 0.002 1
Total 100.00 100.00

Number of species 63 61
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Appendix 1. Monthly species composition of fish collected by a set net in Chonsu Bay from March 1992 to
January 1993, N and W represent the number of individuals and biomass in gram per net during
one day and night

Month  Mar. 02 Apr, May Jun July Aug,

Species N w N w N W N W N w N W
Acanthogobius hasta T 250
Acantho schlegelii
Acentrogobius pflaumi ¥ 99 3 47 17 219 3 23
Amm personatus 1026 3106 18135 144107 19966 449624 20 93 6 44
Apogon’ incatus 7 45 9 563 9 118 108 8938
Afymsomus argentatus 2 2000 3 W15
Chaeturichthys sciistius 2% 2448
Coilia ectenes 3309
Coilia nasus
Collichthys lucidus I 194 8 1447 1 250
Cololabis saira 3 6740
Conger myriaster 3 667 2 2000 51517 63 633
Cryptocenirus filifer 2 1M 3 131 3 99
9'" lossus joyneri 1 480 3 %0

nedrias fangi 2062 5083 1202 4784 11 658
Engraulis japonicus 4% 290600 0 17132 87 1452 NH8 545082
Favonigobius gymnauchen 3 19 40 368 10 93
Hapalogenys mucronatus 4 3972
Hemiramphus sajori 485 241000 365 98l6l 1 509 4 1917
Hemitripterus villosus 2 3000
Hexagrammos otakii 14 27
Hypoptychus dybowskii 23 A3

rthamphus intermedius 2 53 7 82

Inimicus japonicus 3 2500
Johnius belengerii 7 419 26 11979
Kareius bicoloratus 1 600
Konosirus punciatus 2 42 1395 7314 18 55921 75 41012 89 59669 195 98203
Lateolzbrax japonicus 8 633
Leignathus muchalis 18 1802 # 4733
Limanda herzensteini
Limanda yokohamae 2 200 1 750
Liobagrus mediadiposalis
Lipanas tanakai
Lipanis tessellatus 1 26
Lﬁphtomus setigerus 1 %0 1 265

ugil cephalus 4 1069 2 10625
Pampus argenteus 7 1555 402 208906
Platycephalus indicus 1112 1 675 5 13550 1 120 1 300
Plecoglossus altivelis 19 838 $9 64555
Pleuronichthys comutus 1 240
Prognichthys agoo l 1440

rhombus cinnamoneus 1 08

Pscudoscigena polyactis 14 428 168 %018
Raja kenojei 1 240 16 436 1 250
Repomucenus lunatus 17 42 55 955 3 370
Sardinella zunasi % 923 556 31434 41 67620 1318 249658 8583 3M4905
Sardinops melanosticta 1 170
Scomberomorus niphonius 1 1000 1 8000
Sebastes inermis 6 34 27 418
Sillago japonica 7 581 6 42
Sphyraena pinguis 1003 71491
Stephaolepis cirrhifer 40 284
Syngnathus schlegeli 9 70 118 938 M4 616 10 82 6 01 A 54
Takifugu nipobles 2 588 2 565 4 296
Takifigu rubripes 1 1789 ¥ 7812 1 5% 2 240
Tatifugu pardalis 7765
Thamnaconus modestus 2 4100 1 384
Thrissa koreana I 12 148 6125 2 1256 1 5153 102 10940 195 14592
Trichiurus Jepturus 1 46 16 186.1 1 125 4 784 187 4%60 8 4180
Tridentiger tnigonocephalus 8 289
Tylosurus mefanotus 1 5000
Zebrias zebma 3 355 2 1240
Zoarces gillii 25 6574 8 450 5 418 4 057 1 20
No. of species 30 ] 29 23 19 14
Total 74 BAT 2016 130617 23708 908718 100 151205 2087 416057 103697 1506060
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(Appendix 1) Continued

Month Sep. Oct Nov. Dec. Jan. 93 Total

Species N w N w N w N W N W N W
Acanthogobius hasta 1 1000 2 3500
Acanthopagrus schiegelii 1 90 1 90
Acentrogobiuss pllaumi 62 1219
Ammodytes personatus 915 59173
Apogon lineatus 3 550 119 12295
Argyrosomus argentatus 5 915
Chaeturichthys sciistius p} 2448
Coilia ectenes 3 309
Coilia nasus 1 00 1 600
Collichthys Tucidus 10 1891
Cololabis saire 3 6740
Conger myriaster 1 70 74 5511
Cryplocentrus filifer 13 340
Cynoglossus joyneri 4 1470
Enedrias fangi 554 U525 14091 599480 M9 113835 17535 561290 38894 1319056
Engraulis faponi 383291 435000 166720 614973 13102 1128732 20606 558971 791320 361943
Favonigobius gymnauchen 53 4|0
Hapalogenys mucronatus 4 3972
Hemiramphus sajori 1St 1250 210 40030 2 430 1268 405606
Hemitripterus villosus 2 400 4 7400
Hexagrammos otakii 14 A7
Hypoptychus dybowskii px] 2136
Hyporhamphus intermedius 19 135
Inmicus faponk 3 2500
Johnius % 3300 259 21958
Kareius bicoloratus 2 700 1 3000 4 4300
Konosirus punctatus 7 2840 8 5328 M8 836976 20 5147 7533 1886312
Lateolabrax japonicus 2 1400 10 33
Leignathus nuchalis 121 325 17 869 97 38410 1187 49039
Limanda herzensteini 1 500 1 500
Limanda yokohamae ) m 3 ;3)3.0
Liobagrus mediadiposalis 0 2 3000 4 0
Lipanas tanakai 1 900 1 9000
Liparis tessellatus 2 1800 3 28000 6 30036
Lophiomus setigerus 2 3565
Mugil cephalus 6 11694
Pampus argenteus 13 81 7 260 3 610 42 2201
Platycephalus indicus 9 W57
Plecoglossus altivelis 4518 65393
Pleuronichthys comutus 1 124.0
Prognichthys agoo 1 40
Peeudorhombus cinnamonieus 1 038
Pseudosciacna polyactis 1 149 183 100396
Raja kenojei 18 6926
Repomucenus hunatus 39 1858 114 3625
Sardinella zunasi 9176 256750 124 7998 103 5905 21526 106742

inops melanosticta 1 170
Scomberomorus niphonius B B30 35 82 75 112192
Sebastes fnermis 2600 25 1332
Sillago japonica 13 022
Sphyraena pinguis 297 51810 131 2837 1431 151638
Stephaokepis cihifer 40 284
Syngnathus schl % 193 392 145 719 299
Takfugu nipobles n 1530 30 4719
Takifugu rubripes 2 100 55 17500
Tatifugu pardalis % 300 6 12977 9 20902
Thamnaconus modestus 3 4484
Thrissa koreana 1051 10500 17 2188 1500 24450 3106 75815
Trichiurus lepturus % 146 17 1882 338 99983
Tridentiger trigonocephalus 20 838 2] 177
Tylosurus melanotus 1 5000
Zebrias zebra 5 4815
Zoarces gillii 4 1544 1 600 81 35064
No. of species 16 15 11 10 9 63
Total 394357 815193 169509 953233 145303 266892 26119 707297 17601 SP737 913211 10053386




