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Generic Characters of Vertebrae and Pterygiophore of the Fishes of
the Family Tetraodontidae (Teleostei: Tetraodontiformes)
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Twenty seven species of pufferfishes (family Tetraodontidae) have been examined to find their generic characters
based on vertebrae and pterygiophore characters of specimens collected in 20 localities along the coast of Korea
from March, 1991 to March, 1994. It was divided by 3 groups based on vertebrae number as follow : the genera
Lagocephalus, Pleurancanthus, Spheoides, Arothron, Chelonodon and Canthigaster have 17~19 vertebrae, genera
Ephippion, Boesemanichthys and Feroxodon have 20 vertebrae, and genus Takifugu have 19~25 vertebrae. The
number of vertebrae ranged from 17 to 25 with the maximum of 25 in Takifugu obscurus. The modal number
of vertebrae in Lagocephalus is 17 (L. lunaris), 18 (L. inermis), and 19 (L. gloveri, L. wheeleri, L. lavigatus), with
the lower number more specialized. Paired neural spines appear at number of the 1st~5 th vertebrae in Takifugu
pardalis, Takifugu obscurus and at number of the 1st~4 th vertebrae in the other species and genera, All of the
species of Lagocephalus and Pleurancanthus have dorsal and ventral pterygiophores processes, and flat-shaped
epural, while none of the abdominal vertebrae processes complete haemal arches. The neural and haemal spines
of the last few caudal vertebrae are shorter in Pleurancanthus than in the other genera, associated with the
depressed caudal peduncle. The genus Canthigaster is distinguished the first pterygiophores of the dorsal and
ventral fins is always much larger than the others genera. Based on the haemal arches and spines of the abdominal
vertebrae, genus Canthigaster has different characters from the other genera of the family Tetraodontidae.

Key words: family tetraodontidae, vertebrae, pterygiophore
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Fig. 1. Vertebrae of tetraodontid species.

A: Takifugu bimaculatus, B: Lagocephalus lunaris, C. Lagocephalus gloveri; D: Lagocephalus
wheeleri; E: Lagocephalus inermis, F: Pleuranacanthus sceleatus; G: Arothron stellatus, H:
Boesemanichthys firmamentum. BP: basal pterygiophore; C: centrum; DPP: dorsal pterygiophores
processes; EP: epural; IHS: interhaemal spine; INS: interneural spine; LH: lower hypural; NS: neural
spine; PA: parapophysis; PH: parhypural; SU: supraneural; UH: upper hypural; VPP: ventral

pterygiophores processes.
R Y ER

1. #% (vertebrae)

AEH o Fo BHETL BEEY KEXKEBTY #2
He Al EFSFH BERE A EAY BEHEE (abdo-
minal vertebrae) 3 5% FE9 F oA mA
g A& Ue FE7HAY RBi#EF (caudal verteb-
rae) 2 WS ded 23] g #HE7r glon, Iyt
AE R HFd WS M8 B3de fhEel AA
g fhEol gl Aol EAolth (Figs. 1, 2).

BHEEHE 25342 g% F889, 42759 4
= 33 B4 B @& ZHTt dojdd F
R BHBEEE 1725709 H¥H92 2EB (Taki-

fugw o] &3 oFE 19~25702 FEH &3k o
F 7bed vad ge Hel &340,

AEES 32 (Takifugu obscurus)©l 24~2508 &

7 5 BHEY 71 7 BRE, FHY0)E (T bi-
maculatus)©] 19~207/12 FEE AF F 7BF Add
(Table 1).

A5 B (Lagocephalus) ol %38t AF2 3% 25 (L
luparis)o] 1742 7b% A3, AADE (L, jnermis) < 18
N, T95 (L glover), 4% (L. wheelerd) 2 V%
B (L lzevigatus) L 197000, @ BB (Pleuranacan-
thus) 8 2w (P, sceleatus)©] 17784 c} (Table 2).

B 5% (Spheoides pachygaster), 71 Z% (Arothron
stellatus), A2 (Chelonodon patoca) 2T HE
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Fig. 2. Vertebrae of tetraodontid species.

A: Spheoides pachygaster, B: Chelonodon patoca; C: Feroxodon multistriatus, D Ephippion guttifer,

E: Canthigaster rivulata.

(Canthigaster rivulata)& 17~197819, E4 (Boese-
manichthys firmamentum.), A% (Ephippion guttifer)
2 Z5498 (Feroxodon multistriatus) & 207) o1t} (Ta-
ble 2).

1) JEHEE (abdominal vertebrae)

A1 BHER (first vertebrae) S BEHY EESRHEEA
#Aso} slon MRS %] Aol MRHS
FAZ He g2, gon oA B4 fEMIG

A1 EHEY EEEY dde HRY 9Eg gy
EERBEEY 52 B9 SiEid o8 98,
& ¥e LHEE #L 99 28I AEE
B A%e Al #igd =eHA ¥, ABBE vEE
vnlA BEE 85 REEF] A B 37T o fdl
=259 ded, Lee (193 ALB 579 LEkHE
o} A1 M £2HA e 3o B d74 Aojr}
i3

BHES Be 3889 25 (T pardalis)& 1074, %
E 2 A58 (Feroxodon) 8 254 2& 9= (Fig.
2,0, BEH Unix B ¥ BEAM BHEETHE 8o
=3

A BHEANA AS BHEEAA S @S] 402 5
of gl e FEBY 2B ol Yo GE &
9 BoMde A4 HEAAY 4o H9 A0 2 g
BHE 4%y pEge 5 292 g goud, 3%
stz f3Ee goH, 2 g% #EREHE HiEES
RBET =5 oMY WS 71,

Y5 B (Canthigaster)®) A% BHE ol mEH mE
Fol glovt (Fig. 2, B), B B 2% gl HdA &
olg Ry

vl e EHE R e BERS Al BEEES o
2o 8% A E w SiREgd 98 94,
ob o BEHER S M-S AL, 2 AR Aol ol A
Az

2) BHE (caudal vertebrae)

FEH AR BHBEE 9~154R, 45BY 98,
LB eud 9 HEBPAA 942 FH& Holm,
FEBY A9 1~1512 B8 Hojrd £2E 94X
S Ao 2R ofF, AFE € AZEL 10~ 1142
e £8 e, 38 A2 94 848y A

= 1A
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Table 1. Character distribution in the vertebrae and pterygiophores of Takifugu species. (DPF: dorsal
pterygiophores formula; NDP: number of dorsal pterygiophores; NAP: number of anal pterygiophores)

Species number of verterbrae DPF NDP NAP
Takifugu rubripes 21~22 7%11222323 16 10
7%11222322 15 11
Takifugu chinensis 21~22 T* 11221232 14 10
7#111221232 15 10
Takifugu porphyreus 22~23 7% 1122233 14 9
7%1122232 13 9
Takifugu xanthopterus 21~22 7%1122333 15 11
7%1122331 13 11
Takifugu niphobles 21 7%112232 11 8
Takifugu snyderi 22~123 7%1122231 12 8
Takifugu vermicularis 22 7%112333 13 8
7%112323 12 8
Takifugu pardalis 22~24 8¥ 1112321 11 7~8
9% 1112231 11 8
Takifugu stictonotus 22~23 7% 11222321 14 10~11
7%11213223 15 11
Takifugu poecilonotus 20~21 7% 112233 12 7~8
7%1122331 11 8
Takifugu alboplumbeus 21 7% 1122231 12 7
Takifugu flavidus 20~21 7%11222222 14 10
7% 11222231 14 10
Takifugu obscurus 24~25 8% 112222241 17 12~13
8% 112222232 17 13~14
8% 112223231 17 13~14
8% 11222233 16 14
Takifugu bimaculatus 19~20 7% 1122221 1 8~9
7%1122231 12 9

Table 2. Character distribution in the verterbrae and pterygiophores of tetraodontid species. (DPF: dorsal pterygio-
phores formula; NDP: number of dorsal pterygiophores; NAP: number of anal pterygiophores)

Species number of verterbrae DPF NDP NAP
Lagocephalus lunaris 17 7% 12231 9 6
Lagocephalus gloveri 19 7%12222 9 6
Lagocephalus wheeleri 19 7% 12231 8~9 6
Lagocephalus inermis 18 7%12231 9 6

7%12222
Lagocephalus lacvigatus 19 7% 12222 9 6
Pleuranacanthus sceleatus 17 7*1121 5 5
Spheoides pachygaster 18 7% 12231 9 -6
Boesemanichthys firmametum 20 7% 1122221 11 9
Arothron steilatus 18 7%1232 8 5
7%1223
Chelonodon patoca 19 T*11223 9~10 6
6% 111223
Ephippion guttifer 20 7%11223 8~9 6
7%1223
Feroxodon mulltistriatus 20 7%12332 11 6
Canthigaster rivulata 17~18 7%1241 8 5

7%1331
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EH#EAde Mgkt mEmel e, AX9 Fhgel
A B3 B wet d2A JEsch WES mERel
RAEBY B¢ 2 Hdy] Rgoln, UEE 2 £S5
B Zec Aoz QoA BY #igs s £
T8 2ge dn, JuA BEL 1 AU HEs
BYd,

W& RS 929 BHEEY mEKS NS HEEE
FREY 23 GERd o9 92952 4899
o ERS 4% 2% 2% SRR o¢ &
o Al BHEY ASe doE, 4F 228 q ¢
g45o] ol TFE A1 nEMBEY E 23 uF
¥Hs et dZHo oz &350 gl

YERE olfv vt BHEE S MER) #EY 99
A i, A= st o3, ETREE (parhypural 9
AFEAAN HF2 Ao el BEFHE AelE BYL
9 (Fig. 1, B~F), £9&9 3% o) B WA &
2= Ao (Fig. 1, F).

EE B oRdA hER R ETEHE o A
Z74A &4 H 3, ETREER e 3o BHEEY #ig

3 649

At

e MiRMEY BE2 9450 glen, 7 dgr] B
Foz, TF fEiEF 98 AALEY. A2 BHEF U
HH HRES JEBY ES3ERY Ave A
FaHo QAN UrA BEL HsdAY gudHd
Ad,

9E@Ee A$E Ae~oiA BHEEY mEH ¥E
o] L8} 2EA gor Y REH (hemal spine
swollen) & 7HAth oA O & BEY 2% BHEF
e mERe AYHoE ¢ 2 WA R o
i HEIUG

53], 2u5EY 298 nAE o] Gy
ZHH o oA, RHEE RANEY Wk mERol
g2 B olfe vns 2 We  2Yoz Ho e
Hed FHEd (Fig 2, F; Fig. 3, B).

2. E& (caudal skeleton region)

HHEY viA #EE TR&F (hypurals) & #3
He 93, %02 LREE (epura) P HAE ofefol=
Ay Y #ETREE (parhypural)©] Tt (Fig. 3).

Fig. 3. Caudal bones of tetraodontid species.

A: Takifugu niphobles, B: Pleuranacanthus sceleatus, C: Feroxodon multistriatus; EP: epural; HS:
haemal spine; LH: lower hypural; NS: neural spine; PH: parhypural; UH: upper hypural; US:

urostyle bone.
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nA=u g AAse LYRE FH4L N2 24
§H4H e F22, gl 29 e FHE o)F
I e R Y BojAuh a9 EE WEZ TAH
o gtk meRE Y o}RARE L ETREEFR o
FolA glon, ETREFY $&L BHERE (urost-
yle bone)dl F@HAY, BolA 1, 1% THTR
@ (lower hypuraD ol M2 73 A= AH, A2
Hede M 299 79E o F3 Ut

FEEBE BAHRE god, LRE#EL 12 o
Qi ¥TE#ES BRERES 233 ETREF
o Z1Rde TREFHEL gon, TREELS 2)
2, 4 788 ] 142 olFoiA Ao FEBY
£ (Takifugu niphobles) & RIMMHERE & #HFS)
BRe Lo] Yol AR, 71 & #F S8, M@
ERE 23 Aol #Fo B2 AT (Fig. 3, A).

AEL FEEH vz, BgRFol g2, LRE@E
S HE 2, ETR#E S BRERED 3299 3l
o (Fig. 2, E). ¥TR&EY 7% TRE &%=
gom TREES 212 2 244 §#=9 3, TR
wE 718 BEERE) B4 AT BiE
RE S MBS WREKe o] Y1 An J1FE #EFd
S8k, mMERS Zo] U Zo| #Fd BEH 4l
. ETREES TN hERe] oz 5o
At

YERS ESLES LREFY 2Yo ETR#EH
Hl&ate] ol7t olig 3ufo)} AAY, B &
BEe 2B Jox 1Y Yo Brge du 9o
dE & 2 BEd 7E€9 (Fig 3, B).

AE, B8 ARy, A2E 9 2748 (Fig 3, Ol
Ae g2 golzt Holg 2u] o) oA, FEBAA
€ Wols% gol7t vlxdAY wdE 24 o 4E 27
32 et LREAS wWZodAM iR A3 £
g, L TREF (upper hypuraD ¥ AEAM #
FHed Atolol MEIE U LREE Y QB R
Bol 94o2 g3sglen, 59 2uFols W} TH
TRE@EL ne) 2F 4718 713 35, ¢FoEe
ot RS #E &, BUERES 3o A
Aty oz AXE oFc RAXEI TEHTREE 3l
cd, THTRE®EY 98 LERUMES 5202 &
&3, A2 Qe LR TREEFAE SR8 AFA,
ETEWMFIC WZAA KaEd.

THTR#MES FEFAA 3450 gli, §%o2
© LETRE®E, REL ETEHFTH £89 94
29 THTRE#MES ofdd 69 meAxn &

71§ AA st ETREFS A oldle HEkHA &
& 2718 AXSY $¥¥ LBTRE@ES mIRE
249 FZ HEE 9oy, 44 BoH oFdANe
3~59 REHER Hol 3o} AEE oFE] BolHY
At E(LHEY BREXEY 783 471 o984
6L st #HE Holv HAAM Gosline (1961)3
Tyler (1970)9) 4o} A st

IR TREHES LR#EY AFE A, 2dx B
BERE 2 TETRGEI ZaA #add U,
Sz nyA=gn £7) A% 9459 Ut

3. 1#&#% (pterygiophores)

(1) #REIBE (interneural processes)

FA=N 7% 7% ZetA A% ERIEEE
(basal pterygiophore)oll 23] @A o} glow, o KK
BEEEA MECREIROl AAH gdog #FE AAL,
AZozg #A4E FolAd,

RERY 9, okl L BER A9ed 2%
B 2w Aee Al WigkEe ¢Fd s 7}
Az, A6 EHEY WK H 714 =3z, 38
B AZERY 9% e 4 29, O& BolAs
A9 EFFHo Yt

HERER Q%o e ] 2o EEHEE (sup
raneural o] Y&H, 2o} BHE 23 1 29 9
A D8R AZEE € AZFAAT A4~5 FHER
RE AddAA 28 Y=, e B AR= A6 BEHF
o wRE7IA 23 gitikagoz A4 o

EFHRES F9 5% 7l IR v el 4
A, Ao 2% g3 Ao e, of A2q
o 2% FEHFE H B Z3A d2H Ad~s
EHeEY Bo2 E WEH Alolg F78 A$1 o

YEREH 2B oA EHEEY F5 AXEd F
Z {fefied R R¥E (dorsal pterygiophores processes) 7}
AeH A6 BHEFY #igE diA 2y BHO
o (Fig. 1, B~F). u}A % #iEEe A 2749 #2148
EiEE FEH AW, 2§5& F&43y] dF foz
g4 BiEE ke s

TEH % BEEE ] B} BEEF O XS BHHER
o WEE Alole #ie BM, B BRMNFHEES ol&
ed g3 §88 BEZ, FS5oRdAE A=guy
o2 & JRE Ao (Birdsong et al, 1988). FEE o)
ME Lee (1993) 7} 1#&E3X (pterygiophores formula) &
A% A e, Table 20048 Zo] YEB 1BEE
BRL 7%12231 £ 7%12222 (Fig. 1, B~E)2 ¥4
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slo] FERaRe) o7lolth. o) 4 (7#12231)& A
Bo) 79X FHERY HEH SYH AFEUE £l
o WRRERC T~ 1A BHEE HE ohEd Ao
B Eolu, MEHIEe) oS THA MRHT sUA
Aol 170, 8 A R} 9w A FHEER Aboel 271,
oA ST 10 A FHEER Abolol 20, 10W A T
BT 119 R FHEER Abotel 37N, 11 A wiRET 1244
R Atoldl 1709 &M Z Ho e EAoldh

UEBEY LuBe FEI wZe HBEE A XES
AXE HoMe gAY, ujEe] EEEFR) T+
11218 AolE Holu WEHKS SHE BB &
Ao} E JERA ST (Table 2).

FEB %= BB £ 11~1TAZ G,
FEHRERT 148 257 d2A Jehid, 59 45
841112321, 9% 11122318 Aoz 117, #E& §*1122
22041, 8% 11222233 B9 422 16~177] §LE HA
o}, #RmEpiol AZEE Lol 2olg Bejx gt
(Table 1).

HER EIEERLS 71122302 WigRIkel 117
ol (Table 2; Fig. 1, H), AZEE] ZA$¥ 7%1223,
7% 12329 Aol wEEFol 870 (Table 2; Fig. 1, G)&
T BRYE 2 FolE Hgey, A2 HEE ABE
Bol S Auglel EFAINE A9 (Abe and Ta-
beta, 1984; Matsubara, 1984)7} siov, AEEBLS
B mgRme $7 42 7~8A, 30 (2 E 1A,
770, FHEE 1870 (B8 20712 BE Ao]& B B
& FEIE FE4Y PER JeHRH.

g AT ASHERY B AEBE 7% 13312 8,
AZEBL 7411223, 6% 11122302 9~1078, $AEB
& 7411223, 7% 122302 8~97] R EFHEL 7123
322 11700t} (Table 2; Fig. 2, B~E).

FEBAAs B £ BSo] do 5 ol ¥
o] B1, FFHFEANE oHgol AReY, o5
Rl A iRERol A& e X 7T~9HA KR
RESECl L, EEEE] e MR Be 6~97H, M
BEBES 11~17A2 Zolrl o] vi&s FREESS
FEIEed 4T PHEIUT

(2) MERBE (interhaemal processes)

fALYY] EV)e 44 NFoA Z3A BEE B
Bol 93 oAz AXH 2 gom, mERMS &3t
gor TFE AAL, A£0 2 4FE HolAed Al
nEBRe 08 ASEY 44 aq, 53], 8B ¥
BE olF9d Al mEMEL Zo u$ WA EESH
gE By Fddd

Al MEHRS Ae BHEY nERS 5EA4 #
fedkEggol o8 ddE R, JeiA mERKS UeiA
g hE29 A 7teddA 9289 & mERH
prol w2 gde HE AR do] REZ AY4A
Ae dutel 49 HEKS /AT, #IEEe A
dul 2719} HiEREZ o8 9Z4dd.

WA WE B %EZ 49 don, 2R
AeE AL mERE A%oz 3FE E BEEE
3 3 (ventral pterygiophores processes)7 Q1 ]2
& Ao BiEEY mER ol =25 Aok

mEERS B BB RN 7~1470, BEE
92 ge "o J/aio], 2uB ALY ¢ HHo /42
AR, UEE B2 AzE £xE 9 ZHHEL
At

W2 EEE nERRE BHIEZ SR HAME
g3, 92 EY emBo] (e Holg Hon EE
2 INZ Lee(1993)9 Tk 2744 Zolg B Y.
ol ¥ WAL BR EEGRtolY A B &
ol7} A% FEB HH L FHRHGE ST F8E 3
Folgidh

RO e FiEES M Aole F5o) §~97
2 7h g, B4 Zuggel ez MY AQT
mRERD hERR S5 B4, 2%, 834 (Takifugu
poecilonotus) 2 FA VAL (T. alboplumbeus)©] &
1~1270, 7~ 2 A& o v, $52 7 16~177H,
2~142 B/ F 7P gstth

E§ AEES E2EBY A¢E FA=YY %
o)Al W& o] BolA gt HERERe] 97H, MERIRK Ol
M2 Zston HEBA AZEBY A= ASAA
ge o7t Aok Hgde g, Aigkimol 8/, m
Bk SAZ Zol M2 7M7he /< BAJdE & +
At

AEBY A$ A=Y gA=YuE AAd}e
Al BET (A1 WERES A nEREC) 9E B
o} Fo Bzt w$ BHhEte & "ol (Fig. 2, B).

® #

ZE# (Tetraodontidae) 1 F9 Feis 224 ¢ &
g dA7a7) $iskel, 19914 3 FH 19944 3A7HA &
Zubet 2070 AHA 108 270 FES A%, F
BB 2 BEE Jgd gt A

1. FER oFe HHEHE LEB (Lagocephalus),
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2428 (Pleuranacanthus), 5558 (Spheoides), AE%
B (Arothron), AZEE (Chelonodon) 2 AEB (Can-
thigaster) ©] 17~197ko|%, X188 (Ephippion), B &8
(Boesemanichthys) 2 X 58 (Feroxodon)8 A15€ 20
Jho)x, WkHe] BHE (Takifugw) oI5+ 19~257MA).

2. ZEH o7 FHEBE 11~2502, 2289
UE (L. lunaris) ¥ LW 8B 2w (P. sceleatus), 3
BB 5ol 112 HAXNE ZEB 38 (T obscurus)
o] 24~25/H2 By 7Hed HYAE B

3. LEF] FHFEE BEo) 177, WU (L ine
rmis)©| 187}, TLE (L. glover)), 22¥ (L. wheeleri)
2 20U E (L lavigatus)©) 19712 & B o] FERY
e 7o FHFE 7ML e HoA o €350} 9l
=3

4. BHEF /M0 EHFS milEel A5 &5
(T. pardalis) & #50°] A1~SHA FHE S HR®7A
o2 ol gu, U & &3 B AFEL A1~4
WA FEE Wﬁﬁ o] #og 5o gl

5 2B 2oERY & 5L FEH uE B8
Bl 3 ®igr dom, LREE (epural)o] WL & &
Folx, HEE S MERY RE A= HolA E B
7 44 ERg

SdERgY &WEL nYAF REo] dQn
ol SlojA, BiEF AFE WK mERC
B oAfe vz & HelA FEd.

AEBL A=Y AA=YrE AR e A
ﬁ%% | G Bl Hgto vf Wdjsteq 2 "“1‘:}

RS RRE mERS OS] FET 3%
5}711 7w so] FERY dE B & 2}"]% LR =8

!

=) f"ﬁ.\' g &

o

A =

A ST =S A YoFA L, Xy st
Tu, p;ﬁ T —U—!T:l:l, %gﬁﬁf
3 274, el AA)
g %%qr«} 3 A7 A
YT d 494 d7ad, @
A7 o A% vy oE, X
Adea oFeAEd ol G EAE ZASAYD,

o

2 £ X M
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