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A Review on the Occupational Health Status of Female Workers in China

Yong Wen*, Min-Jung Ko, Min-Kyung Lim

Beiling Medicale University* School of Public Health Seoul National University

This study reviewed on the occupational health status of female workers in China, where the half
of female population are workers in occupational settings and realizes the importance of occupational
health among them, to establish the occupational health management system in Korea as Korean
female workers have been increasing for the last few decades.

Results of the study were as follows.

1. The proportion of female workers in total workers have increased from 7.5% in 1949 up to
37.6% in 1990. As for the distribution of female workers by industry, manufacturing part has the
highest proportion of female workers in total and out of total female workers, the rank was
health « social welfare (53.2%), community * personal service(45.4%) and agriculture * forestry
» fishing(44.1%).

2. The system of occupational health management for female workers was related to superior orga-
nization well by administrative district & work place and professionals were distributed to one
per ten thousand persons or more, depending on each region’s conditions.

3. The regulations of occupational health management for female workers are defined in a variety
of fields. Considering the physiological characteristics of female workers, government has tried
to minimize the loss due to menstruation, pregnancy, delivery and lactation and has let them
have vacations, guaranteeing the health facilities at the same time. Also government has defined
the scope of prohibited work to protect legal right of them.
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Table 1. Trend of Numbers and Proportion of Female Workers in Total Workers

No. of female workers

Proportion of female workers in

L (In ten thousand persons) total workers(%)
1949 60 7.5
1984 4324 36.5
1985 4596 37.3
1986 4688 36.0
1987 4859 36.4
1988 5036 37.0
1989 5137 37.4
1990 5260 37.6

Table 2. Distribution of Female Workers by Industry in 1989

No. of

Proportion of Proportion of

Industry female workers female workers female workers in
(In ten thousand persons) in total workers(%) total female workers (%)
Agriculture, forestry and fishing 370.2 44.1 7.2
Manufacturing 2570.0 41.3 50.0
Mining 24.4 23.4 0.1
Construction 198.6 21 2.2 3.9
Transport & Communication 187.1 2:3.9 3.6
Wholesale, retail trade &restaurants 777.3 44.0 15.1
Community and personal service 171.4 45.4 3.3
Health and social welfare services 203.2 53.2 4.0
Education, culture and entertainment service 406.3 36.4 7.9
Science and technology reserch 51.0 34.7 0.1
Finance & Insurance 65.5 385 T
Government employee and social organization 178.9 ©20.2 3.5
Total 5137.1 37.4 100.0
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Table 3. Scope of Work Prohibited for Female Workers

71%5& B3 T JUTH(HABA F, 1994).
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g IV 71 9 BEEAE 29, W
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stroD A4 2, AN AFE TS A I B
Ze A} Fol UThHE 3 =), 94l Y o)At

Population Related Regulation Contents of Work Prohibited
1. Underground mining work
<Regulation 2. Forestry
Total on the scope of : Cutting, Classifying and transporting woods
female work prohibited 3. Physical labour of the fourth level of strength
workers for female workers> 4. Setting up and removal of scaffolding plank in construction
Article 111 5. Continuous burdening, over 20kg/each time (over 6 times/hr);
temporary burdening, over 25kg/each time
Female <Regulation on the 1. Contacting low temperature materials

workers in the scope of work prohibited

period of for female workers>
menstration Article IV
<Regulation
Female workers on the scope of
in the period of ~ work prohibited for
menstration female workers>
Article VI

<Regulation
on the scope of
work prohibited for
female workers>
Article VII

Female workers
in the period
of lactation

(e.g. refrigerator, cold water)
2. Physical labour of the fourth level of strength
3. Exceeding the second level of high altitude

—

. Exceeding the national sanitary standard on the density of toxic mate-
rials in the air of work place(e.g.lead, hydrargyrum, benzene, berylli-
um, zinc, fluoride, nitrogenoride, CO, CS,, chloride, caprolactam,
butylene, chloroethylene, oxirane, aniline, formaldehyde etc)

2. Producing work of anti-cancer medicine and DES(diethylstibestrol) in

pharmacy

3. Work dealing with radiation material which exceeds the limitation of
radiation protecting regulation

. Delivering stones and soil by human power

. Physical labour of the fourth level of strength

. Work with frequent oscillation

. Work with frequent bending the waist and with sitting down

. Work in the high altitude

[~ RN e N N

. Article 6. clause 1, 5
. Exceeding the national sanitary standard on the density of toxic materials
in the air of work place
(e.g. manganese, chlorine, bromide, methylalcohol, organic phosphide,
ammonia)

[N
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