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— Abstract—

Key concept : Clinical competency,
Instrument

The Development of Nursing
Education Model and The
Instrument for Improving

Clinical Competence

Um, Young Rhan* - Suh, Yeon Ok*
Song, Rhayun®* - June, Kyung Ja*
Yoo, Kyung Hee* - Cho, Nam Ok*

The revolution of nursing curriculum has
been focused on clinical competency for
nursing graduates to flexibly respond to
changes in societal health needs and disci-
plinary requirements. In this trend, the
study was designed to identify basic con-
cepts of nursing education that reflects the
changes in societal needs and nursing disci-
pline ; and to develop the instrument to
measure performance level in each dimen-
sion of clinical competency.

The study was conducted in two phases.
In phase 1, principal concepts consisted of
nursing education were determined through
literature review as well as series of dis-
cussion sessions on nursing philosophies and
educational objectives among researchers.
Though the process, the conceptual frame-
work of competency based nursing curricu-
lum was constructed with nursing process
and professional role as horizontal threads,
health needs, inter-
ventions as vertical threads. Then, items

client, and nursing

were developed to represent each dimension

* Soonchunhyung University, Department of
Nursing

Oh

r=zt
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34

of competency :client and health need,
nursing process, professional role, and nurs-
ing Interventions, The total of 273 items
were included as to represent clinical
competency required for BSN graduates.

In phase 2, questionnaires were distri-
buted to nursing faculties of 41 BSN
programs to validate the 273-item instru-
ment developed to measure competency.
The total of 34 subjects returned the ques-
tionnaire with 81% of response rates, The
subjects of the study had an average of 42
months of clinical experience and 13 years
of education experience in various nursing
areas with an age range of 30 to 52 years.

The data were analyzed by utilizing
SPSSWIN and the results are as follows,

1) The mean score of the nursing process
dimension was supported most with the
mean of 3.60(SD=0.32) compared to cli-
ent and health need dimension(M=3.49,
SD=.40), professional role(M=3.41, SD
=.44), and nursing interventions(M =
3.57, SD=.34).

The dimensions of competency were
moderately correlated to each other with
a range of r=.433 to r=.829, confirming
that four dimensions of competency were
related but distinct concepts.

The
analyzed based on its appropriateness.
“Assessing risk factors of the clients”
were most highly supported in client and
health need dimension. Most items of
nursing process dimension were con-
sidered appropriate, while items related
to efficient communication were well
supported in professional role dimension.
In nursing intervention dimension, items

2)

3

items of each dimension were

on basic nursing skills were highly
supported while items on specific nursing

DR H5{X|



interventions such as music therapy or
art therapy were considered relatively
inappropriate to competency for BSN
graduates.

The findings clearly showed that the cur-
rent nursing education more emphasizes
nursing interventions based on nursing pro-
cess than other dimensions of competency.

There is a need to reconceptualize nursing
curriculum that is able to reflect more of
nursing professional role and client/health
need dimensions. Further research to vali-
date the instrument by confirming com-
petency dimensions of nursing graduates
who are currently working at the hospital
has been suggested.
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