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— Abstract —

Key concept : Siblings of children with cancer,
Experience

The Experience of Siblings
of Children with Cancer

Cheon, Na Young*

Illness is a situational crisis which affects entire

* Department of Nursing, Kwang ju Women's Unv,

family membres. Children have different exper-

iences and responses when their sibling has a can-

cer. there are many studies on sibling experiences to
childhood cancer which have many problems in the

USA.

The main purpose of this study is to describe sib-
ling experiences to childhood cancer accurately and
coprehensively by collecting data from sibling to
provide the data to develop nursing interventions
for the families with childhood cancer.

The data was collected from October 1 to
November 6, 1995. A total of ten siblings with child-
hood cancer were interviewed. The meaningful con-
tents were classified and categorized to four areas.
Theses areas include kowledge and perception re-
lated to illness, canges in family life, changes in
school ilfe, and siblings’ marturation.

The results of this study were as follows :

1. Knowledge and perception related to childhood
cancer : Children had limited kowledge about ill-
ness and expressed the desire to kow more about
sibling’s illness,

2. Changes in family and school life : Childern
expressd loneness, emptiness, sadness, depression
about seperation with the mother and sibling,
family mood change, leisure activities and
financial difficulites. Many children reported that
their school performance had suffered since sib-
ling’s illness.

3. Maturation of children : Some positive outcoms
related to having a sibling with a cancer are matu-
ration, increased affection for the sibling, empa-
thy for their parents,

The results of this study indicate that it is import-
ant to develop comprehensive nursing intervention
programs for the families with a childhood cancer.
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