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The Change and Characteristics of Ydju Regional Economic Base*
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Abstract : The purpose of this paper is to examine the change in the regional characteristics of Yoju as its
economic base has been shifted. From Chosun Dynasty to the mid 1960s, Y5ju had been known as a core of rice
production, utilizing favorable natural conditions and well developed river transportation system, with commercial and
administrative functions. From the mid 1960s to the mid 1980s, Y&ju had been excluded from the process of the
national industrilization, which made Y&ju remain lagged. The transportation system was blocked and the industrial
investment in this area was prevented by a variety of restrictive laws. Since the mid 1980s, Y5ju entered into a
prosperous era as the land transportation system began to be dramatically improved and some of the restrictions were
alleviated. Recently, diversification and commercialization in the agricultural sector have progressed in land use. In the
manufacturing sector, Y&ju becomes a core of the pottery industry in terms of the total amount of its production.

Key Words : economic base, Ydju, regional characteristics, rice region, pottery industry.
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